
 

COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF  

KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS 
 

Children who are mature, capable, and eager to learn may have the following skills:  

Social/Emotional Skills 
Can be away from parents/guardian for a school day. 

Follows rules and routines. 

Is able to handle changes in routine. 

Shows respect for authority. 

Works independently. 

Can sit still and pay attention for 15 minutes. 

Is willing to try new things. 

Understands the need to complete a simple task. 

Gets along well with other children. 

Shows consideration and respect for others. 

Shares and takes turns. 

Shows emotional control. 

Is not easily frustrated. 

Uses words to express feelings and resolve conflicts. 

Participates in group activities. 

Asks for help when needed. 

Can say whole name. 

 

Language Skills 
Speaks in complete sentences. 

Can name and describe familiar objects. 

Can recognize the eight primary colors. 

Asks questions for information. 

Can answer questions when asked. 

Understands simple directions and conversations. 

Can accurately talk about recent personal experiences. 

 

Reading Readiness 
Shows an interest in books and reading.  Listens  

     carefully and enjoys books that are read aloud. 

Knows that we read from left to right, top to bottom. 

Knows that it is the print that is read in stories and 

     that it carries a message. 

Knows the difference between letters and numbers. 

Knows that each letter of the alphabet has a name and 

     can recognize uppercase letters, especially 

     those from own name.   

Recognizes own name in print. 

Prints first name using a capital letter at the beginning and the 

     rest small letters. 

Knows that letters of the alphabet make sounds.  Starting to hear 

     the beginning and ending sounds of words. 

Recognizes some sounds and words that rhyme. 

Asks questions about, or retells the story of, a book he/she is 

     listening to. 

“Writes” (scribbles) messages as part of play. 

Recognizes print around him/her on signs, boxes, TV. 

Number Readiness 
Recognizes and is beginning to write the numerals one to ten 

Counts to ten. 

Counts ten objects. 

Recognizes groups of one, two, three, four, and five objects. 

Recognizes and makes simple patterns. 

Sorts objects by color, size, and shape. 

Recognizes and copies simple geometric shapes. 

Understands more than/less than. 

 

Self-help Skills 
Can take care of bathroom needs. 

Washes hands. 

Can dress self. 

Puts toys away. 

Knows when to use a tissue. 

 

Large Motor Skills 
Walks and tiptoes on a straight line. 

Walks up and down steps alternating feet. 

Jumps and lands on both feet. 

Stands on one foot and hops. 

Runs with control. 

Can bounce, catch, and kick a large ball. 

Pedals wheel toys like a tricycle. 

 

Small Motor Skills 
Builds with small blocks. 

Holds scissors properly. 

Draws, traces, and cuts simple shapes or patterns. 

Copies shapes, numbers, and letters. 

Holds and controls a crayon or pencil. 

Can zip, button, or snap. 

Can put together simple puzzles. 

Pastes an object on a piece of paper. 

Strings small beads. 

Draws a person with head, legs, arms, body, and face. 

 

Growing every day! 
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