
The 2016-2017 school year is off to a great 

start within the building itself. Our new 

students are getting more comfortable with 

the building each day and seem to be 

making a good transition. If your child or 

you have concerns or questions please have 

them stop in the high school office to get 

clarification.  
 

We were saddened to receive the news of a 

car accident on Saturday, September 3rd 

taking the lives of senior, Taylor Wieland, 

and Cheyenne Mikkelson, who was a junior 

with us last year before her family moved 

this summer. Please keep their families in 

your thoughts as they work through these 

difficult times. 
 

I want to share a few items that may be 

reminders to some of you or news to others: 

 The school day starts at 7:40 a.m. 

Please remind your son or daughter to 

allow enough time to arrive and get to 

their first hour class on time. 

 Student parking is limited to the back 

three rows of Lot 2, and all of Lot 3, 

and Lot 4. Students were informed of 

this and are reminded to adhere to these 

guidelines.  

  

The Trojan football team volunteered to pump up the 

kids participating in the run and walk.  Members of 

the cross country team also volunteered their time.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

NPHS students and staff get involved in 

Brainpower Walk and Run 

The New Prague 

Way: 
1. Do the Right Thing 

2. Commit to 

Excellence 

3. Show People you 

Care 

 

2016-2017 

Academic Goals: 
 

NPHS students will 

exceed the state average 

on the MCA tests as 

follows: 

 

Math – 18% 

Reading – 12% 

Science – 18% 

 

NPHS students taking 

the ACT test will 

exceed the state average 

by 1.0. 

 

College and 

Career Planning 

Goals: 
 

All 9th and 11th grade 

students will complete a 

career profiler or 

interest survey. 

 

At least 60% of the 

senior class will use 

Naviance to submit 

post-secondary 

applications. 

 

NPHS will have a 

graduation rate of 97% 

or higher for the Class 

of 2017. 
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 All families should have a log-in to 

access your student’s grades in Infinite 

Campus. If you need that information 

again, you can contact the guidance 

office at 952-758-1211. 

 When looking at your son or 

daughter’s grades in Infinite Campus 

you may see a zero for a grade if they 

didn’t complete the assignment. If you 

see a zero with “missing” in red after 

it, that indicates they may still turn the 

assignment in for some credit, possibly 

full. If there is no “missing” after it, 

this means they have received a zero 

and can no longer get any credit for 

the assignment. 
 

We hope your students are off to a great start 

to the school year and have found an activity 

to be involved in at school. Our fine arts 

activities, athletics, and various clubs 

provide students a wide variety of ways to 

be involved with school in another way. 

Please encourage your child to consider 

getting involved in some type of after school 

activity.   

Pictured here are the top female 

runners. In the middle, Senior 

Maizie Deihl had the best time. 

tel:952-758-1299


 

 

New class off and running 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the goals for New Prague High School is to 

provide students with more real life experiences and 

the opportunity to explore career opportunities prior to 

going to college. A new class at the high school 

entitled, Business in a Global Society, provides 

students with these opportunities.  
 
The class is non-traditional in several ways as it is held 

off campus at a site in New Prague among several 

businesses. Also, students are expected to dress more 

professionally and work on the soft skills (professional 

interactions and presentations, working 

collaboratively) needed to be successful, while 

working on real world problems for companies. 
 
Another essential component of the program is that 

each student will be connected with a local mentor. 

The mentor will meet with the student several times 

throughout the semester to provide feedback to the 

students on the various concepts covered in the class. 

 

District welcomes new shared 

chemical counselor 
As a joint venture between the New Prague and Jordan 

school districts, Chris Hirdler, a graduate of New 

Prague High School, has been hired as a part-time 

chemical counselor for the school district. He will be 

used as an educational resource to various classrooms, 

support to students seeking additional support, and a 

resource to staff. 

 

Mr. Hirdler is located in an office in the upper media 

center area. He is a resource for the whole district so 

his hours at the high school will typically be for 

portions of the day on Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday. Students and parents can contact him at 952-

758-1286 or at chirdler@isd721.org. 

 

Bob Scripture named to athletic 

Hall of Fame 
Former New Prague High School Athletic Director, Bob 

Scripture, will be inducted into the New Prague High 

School Athletic Hall of Fame Friday, September 23rd in 

conjunction with halftime of the Homecoming Football 

game. 

 

Mr. Scripture came to New Prague in 1977 as a teacher 

and accepted the role of Athletic Director in 1981, a 

position he held for 27 years. During his time at New 

Prague he was the Community Education Director, head 

coach in girl’s tennis, girl’s track and field, along with 

coaching several other sports, served as Pep Club Advisor 

and Dean of Students. 

 

Bob retired in 2008 and in 2015 he and his wife, Pat, 

moved to Rochester. Bob and Pat have two sons, Rob and 

Chuck, as well as four grandchildren. 
 

Counselors Corner 
School Counselors will meet with all seniors in 

September to discuss numerous post-high school details: 

college application procedures, college search methods, 

planning timelines, employment, and/or military 

enlistment.  Each senior is strongly encouraged to meet 

with his or her counselor at any point in the process of 

planning for the next steps after high school.  Your 

counselor has many resources and the experience to help 

answer questions and guide the highly individualized 

planning process.  Seniors also benefit from sitting down 
with a trusted adult -- parents, step-parents, relatives, etc. 

-- to discuss specific hopes, plans, and needs for life after 

high school.  Starting these discussions early in the year 

allows ample time for plans to shift and develop, as 

naturally occurs throughout the year.   
 
Please refer to the school counseling website throughout 

the year.  Various announcements are placed on the 

website, and a variety of resources for mental health, 

parenting, teen development, and crisis response are 

available.    
 
NOTE TO SENIORS: The guidance office will be 

offering a bus to any seniors who want to attend the 

National College Fair on Wednesday, October 5th at the 

Minneapolis Convention Center.  The bus will leave after 

period one begins and get back in time for lunch.  The 

cost for the bus is yet to be determined and seniors will 

need a permission slip signed by a parent. Additional 

information will be coming out shortly. 
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One of the goals for high schools is to provide students 

with more real life experiences and the opportunity to 

explore career opportunities prior to going to college. 

The new Business in a Global Society class at New 

Prague High School was designed to meet those needs.  
The class is a non-traditional in several ways including 

having the class held off campus at a site in New 

Prague among several businesses. Students are expected 

to dress more professionally when attending the two 

hour class. 

mailto:chirdler@isd721.org


September 19 Homecoming Powder Puff Game, 7:30 p.m. Trojan 

Stadium 

September 20 Homecoming float building, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m., Bus 

Garage 

September 23 Homecoming Pep Fest and Coronation, 11:15 a.m. 

 Homecoming Parade, 1:00 p.m. 

 Homecoming Football Game, 7:00 p.m. 

 Homecoming Dance, 9:00 p.m. – Midnight 

September 24 Dad’s Belgian Waffle Breakfast, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., 

NPHS 

October 3 National Honor Society Induction, 7:00 p.m., Auditorium 

October 17 Student Council Blood Drive (during school day) 

 School Picture Retakes 

October 19 PSAT test (during school day) 

October 20 Education Minnesota, No School 

October 21 Education Minnesota, No School 

October 22 ACT Test at New Prague High School 

November 10 Early Release, 11:10 a.m. 

 Conferences, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 10
th
 Grade Parent Information Night, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 11
th
 Grade Parent Information Night, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Calendar of Events 
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Activities office hosts 

waffle breakfast 
The New Prague High School 

Activities Office will be hosting their 

annual Dad’s Belgian Waffles 

Breakfast Fundraiser on Saturday, 

September 24th from 8:30 - 12:30. 

The proceeds from the breakfast go 

to the Trojan Club, which assists all 

activities both fine arts and athletics.  
For more information see 

Homecoming schedule on page 4. 
 

Spanish III classes 

make feature films 
All students in Spanish 3 are making 

feature films. Students will create 

movies from different genres 

including: comedy, drama, adventure, 

documentary, thriller, and fantasy. 

This is a large project that will be a 

focus in class and take up some time 

after school and on weekends. 

Students will write the scripts, film, 

edit, and share this feature film with 

other students in their class. The 

group will even have 'Oscar' 

nominations for best actor, best 

actress, and best picture. This is a 

great way to start the year learning to 

work together, collaborate and 

appreciate the skill sets of others all 

while utilizing the Spanish language. 
 

Meet our new staff 
New Prague High School welcomes 

the following new staff for the 2016-

17 school year: 

Sarah Hafermann - ALC Language 

Arts 

Nicole Hachfeld - Social Worker 

Chris Hirdler - Chemical Counselor 

Kevin Hugo - Science 

Susan Mahowald - Lifeskills/DCD 

Natalie Nelson - Language Arts 

Priscilla Rotunda - Executive 

Assistant 

Jill Sabol – Dean of Students 

Kristen Scheurer - Language Arts 

Heather Vikla - German 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High school students welcomed back in style 

At the opening day assembly Kat 

Perkins, a Twin Cities musician 

and former contestant on NBC’s 

The Voice, spoke to students 

about being fearless.  She 

challenged them to be brave and 

try something they have never 

tried before.  Her takeaway 

message was, “If you can dream 

it, you can do it.” 

NPHS staff and 

school board 

members offered 

students ice cream 

cones after lunch 

on Tuesday during 

back to school 

week. 



 

  

Activities and Varsity Athletics 
Monday, 

September 19 

Dress Up - Class Color Day 
Senoirs – Black, Juniors – Pink, Sophomores – Yellow 

Freshmen – Brown, Staff – Red 

 Girls Tennis vs. Mankato East, 4:15 p.m., Tennis Courts 

 Powder Puff Game, 7:30 p.m. Trojan Stadium, 

Admission - $2 

Tuesday, 

September 20 

Dress Up - Transformation Day:  

Recreate a childhood outfit/photo 

Wednesday, 

September 21 

Dress Up - Stoplight Day: 

Green: single, Red: taken/in a relationship, Yellow: it’s 

complicated 

 Class Float Building, 5:30 – 8:30, Bus Garage 

Thursday, 

September 22 

Dress Up – U.S.A. Day: wear red, white and blue 

 Boys Soccer vs. Orono, 5:00 p.m., Trojan Stadium 

 Girls Soccer vs. Orono, 5:00 p.m., Trojan Stadium 

 Swim and Dive vs. Delano, 6:00 p.m., Tri-City United 

Friday, 

September 23 

Dress Up – Trojan Spirit Day 

 Pepfest and Coronation: 11:15 a.m., NPHS 

 Parade, 1:00 p.m. 

 Game and Athletic Hall of Fame Induction, 7:00 p.m. 

 Dance, 9:00 p.m. – Midnight  

 $5.00 admission.  

 Doors open at 9:00 and are locked at 10:00.   

 Student picture ID required for admittance.  

 If you are bringing a guest, dance contracts are 

required and available on-line or in the forms 

rack by the office.   

 Concessions will be available. 

Saturday, 

September 24 

Dad’s Belgian Waffle Breakfast Fundraiser for Trojan 

Fund, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., NPHS Commons 

 Presale Tickets: $6 students, $8 adults 

 Tickets at the Door: $7 students, $9 adults 

 All you can eat waffles, sausage links, whipped 

cream, butter, syrup and fruit. 

Girls Soccer vs. Lakeville North, 3:00 p.m., Trojan Stadium 
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Homecoming 2016 Homecoming 

message from 

administration: 
New Prague Area Schools and 

communities celebrate 

Homecoming Week 2016 Sept. 19-

23. Homecoming is a tradition for 

our schools and communities to 

come together to celebrate the past 

and show support for the current 

and future students of NPAS.  

 

We encourage our students to 

celebrate Homecoming in a positive 

and safe way throughout the week. 

Through positive involvement, our 

school and communities only 

become stronger. As students, we 

ask that you represent NPHS and 

yourselves with dignity and respect 

by making good decisions.  

 

In the past, some behaviors outside 

the school day have concerned the 

school and community. Please 

celebrate the week with pride, not 

only for NPHS, but our entire New 

Prague Area community.  

 

Parents, please encourage your 

students to take part in the many 

activities during Homecoming 

Week.  We ask that you remind 

your student(s) to make positive 

decisions and take an active role in 

activities next week. Thank you in 

advance for helping NPHS 

maintain the excellent reputation 

our student body and communities 

deserve. 

2016 Homecoming Royalty: 
Boys: James Ericson, Sam Gregor, Jacob Washa, Tylar 

Lindell, Jayden Rise, Logan Reger, Will Forberg, Zach 

Hanson 

Girls: Shannon O’Rourke, Abby Kallal, Julia Bauer, 

Brookelyn Skluzacek, Maizie Deihl, Hailey Dietz, Ashley 

Shimek, Taylor Hustad 

 

Final voting will take place in school Wednesday, 

September 21.  Coronation will be during the pep fest on 

Friday, September 23 at 11:15 a.m. 



Trojan Pride 
 
 

  

High School offers student tutors 
The STARS Program, Students Teaching and Reaching 

Students, has been in existence for 13 years at the high 

school and is run through the counseling office.  The 

program is designed to provide support to those students 

who need help organizing their work, studying for tests, 

adjusting to the senior high atmosphere, or completing 

their homework.  
 
The tutors, student volunteers, meet with students on an 

individual basis before or after school, during a study hall 

or during academic advisory.  The student tutors go 

through a set of training sessions early in the school year 

to prepare them for the program.  Following the training, 

they are placed on a list of potential tutors for any student 

requesting help.  
 
Students in need of a tutor should contact his or her 

counselor to request a tutor for the additional support. 

The counseling office will then identify a tutor and assist 

in connecting two individuals.  
 
The STARS program has received a great deal of positive 

feedback from the tutors, the students being tutored, their 

parents, and teachers. We hope to continue providing the 

additional support students need to be successful in their 

academics.  

 

Weightlifting Team Starting 
This winter, students in grades 7-12 have the opportunity 

to join the inaugural New Prague Weightlifting 

Team!  This squad will compete against other schools in 

3-4 meets from November through March.  An 

informational meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

October 5th from 6-6:30 p.m. in the NPHS Lecture Hall 

(Room 265).  Questions about the team may be directed 

to Coach John Schimenz, CSCS, USAW-SPL at 414-460-

3418 or jschimenz@isd721.org. 

 

Questions about registration may be directed to 

Community Education:  

952-758-1732 or http://www.npaschools.org/community-

education. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honor Society Induction Oct. 3 
The New Prague Honor Society will host their Induction 

ceremony on Monday, October 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the 

NPHS Auditorium. The ceremony will recognize those 

students who were recently accepted into the New Prague 

Honor Society. In order to apply to Honor Society, 

students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.4 at the start of 

their Junior or Senior year. They fill out an application 

that examines the four pillars of Honor Society: character, 

leadership, scholarship, and service. A four person 

committee uses a rubric to review each of the 

applications. These scores help determine membership of 

the New Prague Honor Society.  
 
The Induction Ceremony will consist of a guest speaker 

picked by the NPHS officers as well as a student 

entertainment group. Following the ceremony, there will 

be cake and refreshments served in the high school 

commons area. We hope to see all new members and their 

families at the ceremony. 

 

 

Student essay receives award 
Last school year, senior Josephine Hyde wrote a short 

story titled, “A Boy Named Alex” in her Creative Writing 

elective here at New Prague High School. Little did she 

know, the fiction piece would bring her to the State Fair 

this summer.  

 

Hyde entered the story at the Rice County Fair as a 4-H 

project. The story was written about a stereotypical 

romance, but with a unique twist. Earning a Reserve 

Champion at the county fair, where Hyde sat down and 

discussed her project with a judge, the short story 

advanced to the state level of competition.  

 

Judging at the state level is a special experience for the 4-

H youth.  A few 4-Hers sit down with the judge at the 

same time and discuss all of the projects as a group. This 

discussion helps the judge determine which projects will 

get which ribbons.  

 

Hyde earned a blue ribbon, which is the highest award 

given without competing with other 4-H members. The 

criteria to earn a blue ribbon include background 

knowledge, the discussion, and the project itself. The 

State Fair judge thought Hyde made a major breakthrough 

in her writing, and Hyde is grateful for her NPHS creative 

writing class where she learned many new skills. 
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