ANNUAL REPORT

2017-2018

WELCOME

A Message from the Superintendent

New Prague Area Schools placed in the top ive percent of Best School
Districts in America, 2018. The announcement came from the National
Council for Home Safety and Security, a trade association comprised
of home security professionals across the United States advocating for
safe communities and home safety with a strong focus on community
involvement.
The group collected data from 9,577 school districts to determine the Best
School Districts in America, according to a statement, and compared
them based on student performance, dropout rates, school funding, and
area poverty rates. Lauren Johnson, Media Relations Manager for the
National Council for Home Safety and Security, notiied Superintendent

9,577 eligible districts, New Prague Area
Schools came in at number 344.
Dittberner that out of the

Take a look inside
New Prague Area Schools

It is vital that we keep members of our wonderful communities informed about their schools, including the many
accomplishments of our students and the challenges the District faces. This annual report is intended to consolidate
the high points for easy reference, to show you how well your tax dollars are being used and how your amazing support
is being rewarded. Our vision is to become a premier school district and a national model for educational excellence
that embraces the challenges of the 21st century. By any measure of
educational excellence, New Prague Area School District excels.
The successes highlighted in this report are the result of
a collaborative effort among students, staff, parents,
and families. The incredible support of voters in
our school district has been demonstrated by the
passage of a six year operating levy (2018-2024)
and construction bond referendum (2015).
Our entire community can take pride in
knowing that their support contributed
to the learning and growth of our young
people.
We recognize our obligation to operate
our schools as eficiently as possible.
Our commitment to you, as taxpayers,
is to spend the money in our budget
wisely. Finances in the District have
continued to be strong during 201718, as enrollment has driven state
aid increases, while careful spending
has placed the District below the state
average in per-pupil cost and well below
the Metro average spending level. The
key to successfully getting high student
performance and relatively low costs is
making good choices on how funds are spent.
I know I speak for the entire Board of Education and
District staff when I say that we are excited for what
the future holds – for our schools and our community.
The support of this wonderful community enables all of this
success. Thank you!

Sincerely yours,

Tim Dittberner, Superintendent
tdittber@isd721.org
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MISSION, VISION & VALUES
Mission
Proud Tradition, Promising Future

Our mission is to engage and support everyone in high levels of learning for all students.

New Prague Area Schools' mission is to engage and support high levels of learning for all students.

DISTRICT FACTS

DISTRICT PROFILE
New Prague Area Schools, ISD 721, is a nationally recognized
school district that combines the opportunities of a suburban
school district with the advantages of a small town district.

NPAS Enrollment: 4,484 students
x High School: 1,301

x Middle School: 959

Our district (population 19,800) covers New Prague, a portion
of Elko New Market, Lonsdale, and parts of 10 townships in
Scott, Le Sueur, and Rice Counties. We are proud to serve more
than 4,000 students.

x Elementary Schools (3): 1,847

x Compass Learning Center: 43
Open Enrollment: 14.7%
NPHS Graduation Rate: 97%
NPAS Teachers with Master’s Degrees: 75%
Preschool Enrollment: 334
Community Education Classes and Events: 993
English Learner Population: 1%
Special Education Population: 13.5%
Free and Reduced Population: 13.2%

New Prague Area Schools will be a premier school district that models excellence and embraces the
challenges of the 21st century.

Core Values

We have three elementary schools (K-5), one middle school
(6-8), one high school (9-12) and an alternative learning center
(9-12).

•

Allocate time and support to best practice research and implementation

•

Respect diverse thinking

Our Early Childhood Services provides learning opportunities
for children (age 0-5) and families. We have a comprehensive
preschool program (age 3-5) and school-age care program (age
3-5th grade). Our Community Education department provides
programs and services for learners of all ages.

•

Model appropriate positive interactions

•

Think globally

•

Learn and apply supportive interactive technologies
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Vision

Students irst
Take responsibility
Demonstrate professionalism
Teach the whole child
Be collaborative
Exhibit a growth mindset

Show People You Care
•
•

Do everything to the best of your ability
Go above and beyond of what is expected

Commit To Excellence
•
•

Follow the Golden Rule
Be signiicant - help others be successful
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Elko New Market Lions Club
Annually, ENM Lions Club provides
every third grader with a dictionary.
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DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

Middle School & CEC Open
House
500 plus community members toured
the newly renovated Middle School
and Central Education Campus.
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Pennies for Polio

Eficiency Pays Off!

During the week of October 9th, over
2,800 New Prague Area Elementary
and Middle School students worked
together to collect a total of $2,686.90.

New Prague School District was able
to qualify for more than $240,000 in
rebates from New Prague Utilities.

PROUD TRADITION
PROMISING FUTURE
New Prague Area Schools

Maggie O'Neill
Selected for admission to the U.S.
Military Academy in West Point, New
York.

Minnesota State 9-10 Grade
Honor Choir
Performed at the Minnesota
Music Educators Association in
Minneapolis, February 2018.

"There's Only One You"
This reminds our children they
are a valued member of our school
family and can make a difference in
this world. Eagle View Elementary
created this rock display based on
the book "There's Only One You", by
Linda Kranz.
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SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENTS

NEW PRAGUE HIGH SCHOOL

Culture Fair held on March 15 to create a

Internationally recognized

connection in coming together.

Model Professional Learning

2018 Senior Stroll: New Tradition of

Community School by Solution

seniors returning to their NP Elementary

Tree.

to walk the halls one last time

17-18 Student survey: 94% of

Super Mileage Club placed 5th.

students stated that NPMS met

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
raised nearly $30,000 through the APEX
Fun Run.

Students, staff and parent volunteers planted
over 35 trees and 100 plants to improve Eagle
View grounds.
Teachers received over $5,000
in grant money from NPAEF to
implement innovative practices

their academic and social needs.

and strategies

69% of NPMS students earned A
or B Honor Roll.

Participated in the Viktor Viking
"Stop Bullying Program".
Won the "Most Brain Powerful
School Award" for the third
consecutive year.

Chelsea Schmitz, 2018 Graduate
New Prague High School

KARE 11 T.V. anchor Belinda
Jensen, visited and
shared several books

97% Seniors Graduated
70% Four Year College
18% Two Year College
2% Military
6% Undecided
3% Workforce
1% Private Career

she wrote with

New Prague High School

Graduating
Seniors

students.
5th graders worked together to
collect and donate 806 pairs of

Seniors graduated with
Highest Honors and achieved
a 3.9 or higher GPA.

hats and mittens to metro area
families in need.

Classroom

Baseball won the WCC East

teachers Naomi Sandgren and

Championship.

Craig Larson became Google
Certiied educators.

Softball won

Seniors graduated with
High Honors and achieved
a 3.6 or higher GPA.

Worked to raise nearly

the WCC East

$26,000 in our irst ever

Championship.

APEX fundraiser
ISD 721 has agreed to adopt
Boys and Girls Lacrosse (JV
Level) for Spring 2019.

85% of Pre-K students
demonstrated letter

15 students received

sound progression.

their high school

All staff participated in social-emotional

the year.

diplomas throughout

Graduating seniors were
members of the National
Honor Society.

development training called "Concepts of
Kindness".

The Ney Nature Center named the CLC as
the "Outstanding Volunteers" of the year.

289 newborn babies received district
information, a congratulations letter and

YES! (Youth Eco-Solutions) Environmental

a baby bib.

Team Competition, Southern Section,
2nd Place ($400) and WOW! Award (most
impressive work to judges) for $250.
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Nathan Berg, 2018 Graduate
New Prague High School
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2019 Middle School
Production
Willy Wonka Jr.
Friday, March 15th
Saturday, March 16th

NEW PRAGUE THEATRE
MIDDLE SCHOOL
New Prague Middle School has been providing students
the awesome opportunity of being a part of a full scale
theatre production for many years. The annual musical
is one of the main events at New Prague Middle School!
Students can be involved onstage as cast members or behind
the scenes as techs. Student techs run the sound and lights.

Sunday, March 17th

Techs also work backstage helping with scenery, costumes,
props and make-up. In addition, we enlist the help of parent
volunteers in order to make each production work. Parents help
with costumes, set building, advertising, tickets, and more! It
truly is an all-hands-on-deck production.

HIGH SCHOOL

2018-2019 High School
Theatre Schedule

The NPHS Theatre Arts department strives to give
all students a creative outlet where they can gain
understanding and appreciation for the performing arts.
Every school year, NPHS produces a musical in the fall, a
competitive one-act play in the winter, and a full-length
drama or comedy in the spring. In each, opportunities exist
for students to ind their creative specialty -- whether that's
on stage, backstage, in the scene shop, or some combination
of all three. In addition to the extracurricular activities, NPHS
offers two dedicated theatre classes: Scene Studies and
Directing.
' On average, 125 students audition for theatre activities every
school year, and over 50 help construct sets and props.

Fall Musical
November 16, 17, 18, 24, 25

One Act Play
Friday, January 25

Spring Play
April 5, 6

' Students enrolled in Scene Studies and Directing classes
are provided Q&A opportunities with a dozen professional
theatre artists throughout the school year.

New

721
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' In the last ten years, the NPHS One-Act Play has advanced
to the Section 2AA inals nine times, twice advancing to the
Minnesota State Festival.
' Each school year, several students are recognized with the
Tri-Artist Award -- an achievement earned by those who
participate in all three NPHS theatre activities.
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Varsity 2018
Cross Country

TROJAN HOMECOMING September 24-28
Friday, September 28
Homecoming Pepfest/Coronation
New Prague High School - 11:15 a.m.

Homecoming Parade
1:00 p.m.

Homecoming Game

Trojan Stadium @ 7:00 p.m.
New Prague vs. Mankato West

Homecoming Dance
9:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.

Thurs. Aug. 30 @ 10:00 a.m. .....................................St. Olaf College
Thurs. Sept. 6 @ 4:20 p.m................Tri-City United High School
Thurs. Sept. 13 @ 4:00 p.m. ..................Hutchinson-Lake Marion
Tues. Sept. 25 @ 4:00 p.m. ..................New Prague Golf Course
Tues. Oct. 2 @ 3:00 p.m. ......................Chaska Par 30 Golf Course
Tues. Oct. 9 @ 4:00 p.m. ............ Ridges Sand Creek Golf Course
Tues. Oct. 16 @ 3:30 p.m. ......... Gale Woods Farm - Minnetrista

Football
Fri. Aug. 31 @ 7:00 p.m. .........................................................Red Wing
Fri. Sept. 7 @ 7:00 p.m. ............... Home vs. Rochester Century
Fri. Sept. 14 @ 7:00 p.m. ............................................................Winona
Fri. Sept. 21 @ 7:00 p.m. ............................. Home vs. Northield
Fri. Sept. 28 @ 7:00 p.m. ......................Home vs. Mankato West
Fri. Oct. 5 @ 7:00 p.m. ............................Rochester John Marshall
Fri. Oct. 12 @ 7:00 p.m. .................... Home vs. Rochester Mayo
Wed. Oct. 17 @ 7:00 p.m. ..................................................... Owatonna

Boys Soccer
Thurs. Aug. 23 @ 7:00 p.m. ........................................ Mankato West
Fri. Aug. 24 @ 2:00 p.m.............................................. Lakeville South
Sat. Aug. 25 @ 4:00 p.m. ................................Home vs. Faribault
Mon. Aug. 27 @ 7:00 p.m. ..................................Home vs. Jordan
Thurs. Aug. 30 @ 7:00 p.m. ......................Home vs. Farmington
Tues. Sept. 4 @ 7: 00 p.m. ................Home vs. Mayer Lutheran
Thurs. Sept. 6 @ 5:00 p.m. .......Mound West Tonka High School
Sat. Sept. 8 @ 1:00 p.m. .....................Home vs. Rochester Mayo
Thurs. Sept. 13 @ 5:00 p.m. .................................................... Waconia
Sat. Sept. 15 @ 11:00 a.m..... St. Lous Park High School Stadium
Thurs. Sept. 20 @ 5:00 p.m. .........................Rockford High School
Sat. Sept. 22 @ 1:00 p.m. ............................ Rochester High School
Mon. Sept. 24 @ 7:00 p.m. .................................Home vs. Delano
Thurs. Sept. 27 @ 5:00 p.m. .............................................Hutchinson
Mon. Oct. 1 @ 7:00 p.m. ...................................... Home vs. Orono
Thurs. Oct. 4 @ 7:00 p.m.........................Holy Family Catholic HS

Girls Soccer
Thurs. Aug. 23 @ 6:00 p.m. .......................Bloomington Jefferson
Fri. Aug. 24 @ 4:00 p.m. ............................................ Lakeville South
Mon. Aug. 27 @ 5:00 p.m. ..................................Home vs. Jordan
Tues. Aug. 28 @ 7:00 p.m. .................... Home vs. Mankato East
Thurs. Aug. 30 @ 5:00 p.m. ...............Home vs. Lakeville North
Thurs. Sept. 6 @ 7:00 p.m..................................... Mound Westonka
Sat. Sept. 8 @ 2:00 p.m. ............................................Rochester Mayo
Tues. Sept. 11 @ 7:00 p.m. .........Home vs. Glencoe-Silver Lake
Thurs. Sept. 13 @ 7:00 p.m. .................................................... Waconia
Mon. Sept. 17 @ 5:00 p.m. ............ Home vs. Watertown-Mayer
Thurs. Sept. 20 @ 7:00 p.m. ........................................Rockford Area
Sat. Sept. 22 @ 1:00 p.m. ..............Home vs. Rochester Century
Mon. Sept. 24 @ 5:00 p.m. .................................Home vs. Delano
Thurs. Sept. 27 @ 7:00 p.m. .............................................Hutchinson
Mon. Oct. 1 @ 5:00 p.m. ...................................... Home vs. Orono
Thurs. Oct. 4 @ 5:00 p.m. ........................Holy Family Catholic HS

Girls Swimming & Dive

Fri. Aug. 17 @ 6:00 p.m. ..................................................... Home vs. TBD
Thurs. Aug. 23 @ 6:00 p.m. ......................................................Mankato East
Tues. Aug. 28 @ 6:00 p.m. ............... Home vs. Bloomington Kennedy
Thurs. Sept. 6 @ 6:00 p.m................................................ Watertown Mayor
Sat. Sept. 8 @ 10:00 a.m .....................................Oak Grove Middle School
Thurs. Sept. 13 @ 6:00 p.m. ............................... Home vs. Hutchinson
Thurs. Sept. 20 @ 6:00 p.m. ....................................Home vs. Litchield
Thurs. Sept. 27 @ 6:00 p.m. ....................................................Dassel-Cokato
Sat. Sept. 29 @ 6:00 p.m. ........................................St. Peter Middle School
Thurs. Oct. 4 @ 6:00 p.m........................................... Waconia High School
Tues. Oct. 9 @ 6:00 p.m. .........................................St. Peter Middle School
Thurs. Oct. 11 @ 6:00 p.m. ............................................Home vs. Delano
Mon. Oct.22 @ 3:30 p.m. ............................Dassel-Cokato High School
Sat. Oct. 27 @ 10:00 a.m. .................... New Prague (Conference Meet)

Girls Tennis

Thurs. Aug. 16 @ 4:00 p.m. .....................................Northield High School
Fri. Aug. 17 @ 9:00 a.m. ...................................Mankato East High School
Fri. Aug. 24 @ 1:00 p.m. ..........................Home vs. Glenco-Silver Lake
Sat. Aug. 25 @ 9:00 a.m.........New Prague High School (Invitational)
Tues. Aug. 28 @ 4:15 p.m. ........................................Litchield High School
Thurs. Aug. 30 @ 4:15 p.m. ......................Home vs. Mound Westonka
Wed. Sept. 5 @ 4:15 p.m......................................Chanhassen High School
Thurs. Sept. 6 @ 4:15 p.m. .....................Home vs. Holy Family Catholic
Mon. Sept. 10 @ 4:15 p.m. ............................................Chaska High School
Tues. Sept. 11 @ 4:15 p.m............................................... Home vs. Orono
Mon. Sept. 17 @ 4:15 p.m. ................................ Home vs. Mankato East
Tues. Sept. 18 @ 4:15 p.m. .............................................Delano High School
Thurs. Sept. 20 @ 4:15 p.m. ................................Hutchinson High School
Mon. Sept. 24 @ 4:15 p.m. ...................................Home vs. Farmington
Thurs. Sept. 27 @ 10:00 a.m...............................Hutchinson High School

Volleyball
Thurs. Aug. 23 @ 7:00 p.m............................................................Mayer Lutheran
Fri. Aug. 24 @ 7:00 p.m. .....................................................Fairbault High School
Tues. Aug. 28 @ 7:00 p.m. ............................................Home vs. Northield
Thurs. Aug. 30 @ 7:00 p.m. ................................................ Home vs. Jordan
Tues. Sept. 4 @ 7:00 p.m..................................................Shakopee High School
Fri. Sept. 7 @ 5:00 p.m. ........................Marshall High School (Tournament)
Sat. Sept. 8 @ 9:30 a.m. .......................Marshall High School (Tournament)
Tues. Sept. 11 @ 7:00 p.m. ..................................... Home vs. Mankato East
Thurs. Sept. 13 @ 7:00 p.m. ............................................................. Mankato West
Mon. Sept. 17 @ 7:00 p.m. ......................................... Home vs. Belle Plaine
Thurs. Sept. 20 @ 7:00 p.m. ......................................Home vs. Hutchinson
Thurs. Sept. 27 @ 7:00 p.m. ................................................Home vs. Delano
Tues. Oct. 2 @ 7:00 p.m. ..........................................Bloomington Jefferson HS
Thurs. Oct. 4 @ 7:00 p.m. ........................................................Orono High School
Sat. Oct. 6 @ 8:00 a.m. ...................Hopkins Lindberg Center (Invitational)
Tues. Oct. 9 @ 7:00 p.m. .....................................................Waconia High School
Fri. Oct. 12 @ 5:00 p.m. ......................... Eastview High School (Invitational)
Sat. Oct. 13 @ 10:00 a.m..........................Easview High School (Invitational)
Tues. Oct. 16 @ 7:00 p.m. ...................Home vs. Holy Family Catholic HS

http://wcconference.org
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EARLY LEARNING CENTER
x

A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

THE TECHNOLOGY & LEARNING FRAMEWORK

The New Prague Area School District is committed to
creating the best learning and teaching environment
for our students, families, community members, and
staff. In 2014, NPAS implemented our digital learning
environment called Powerful Learning. The initiative
shifted the technology model of limited computer labs
and carts to a 1:1 program where students each receive
a Chromebook to support 21st century learning. Having
anytime, anywhere access to online resources has
positively impacted student learning and engagement.

The BrightBytes CASE™ Framework is a national, researchbased assessment tool used to measure the impact of
technology on learning outcomes. NPAS uses the data to
monitor and guide our technology infrastructure, professional
development, and instructional strategies.

x

x

MAKING CONNECTIONS AT NPAS

x

NPAS teachers use technology effectively to support
and engage students in meaningful learning activities.
Students are not only connected to technology, but
also with staff who care and encourage them to
succeed.

x

◊ NPAS has a robust infrastructure with a 10Gb
internet connection.
◊ All district buildings are connected with districtowned, iber-optic cable.
◊ NPAS has wireless access points throughout all of
our buildings.
◊ Each student receives a Chromebook for anytime,
anywhere learning.
◊ Filters on all NPAS devices block inappropriate
content on or off campus.
◊ All instructional spaces are equipped with LCD
projectors.
◊ Students communicate, collaborate, and create
with NPAS Google accounts.
◊ Every secondary course has a Moodle page for
online resources and activities.
◊ Several hybrid courses use a blend of online and
face-to-face instruction.
◊ Students and parents use Campus Portal to access
grades and services.

“Teachers use technology
efectively to engage
students in learning.”
~ Spring 2018 survey of NPAS parents
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NPAS

USA

x

MN

x

NPAS

USA

MN

CASETM Technology & Learning
Framework

1090

1067

1060

Classroom
Explore how teachers and
students use technology for
learning

1009

983

975

Access
Understand the availability of
devices and internet access

1227

1184

1183

Skills
Measure the levels of teacher
and student technology skills

1148

1131

1121

Environment
Support policies, procedures,
culture, and professional
development

1095

1085

1079

Early Learning Services
Our OWL Curriculum and SEEDS of Literacy are
comprehensive and research based. These align
with the district’s learning goals and the MN State
Standards.
The Second Step Curriculum prepares children for
Kindergarten with self-regulation and executivefunction skills that help them pay attention,
remember directions, and control their behavior.
In 2017-18, NPAS offered 19 preschool classes; 334
children ages 3-5 attended the District Preschool
Program.
Early Childhood Developmental Screening
assessed 282 children between the ages
of 3-5 to identify those students who may
need additional support for Kindergarten
Readiness.
Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE)
offered 15 weekly classes and 28 special
events with over 1,500 children and parents
participating.
98% of parents feel the teachers have a
positive attitude toward their child and
family.
100% of all preschoolers participated daily in
social emotional skill development.

All of our preschools have
earned a Four-Star Rating
from Minnesota's Parent
Aware Rating System.

Parent Aware helps parents ind
quality preschool programming
and childcare for their children.
A Four-Star Rating identiies
our program as having a high
quality learning environment and
curriculum. We prepare children
for kindergarten success!
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Maggie O'Neill

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Margaret Sullivan

Maggie O’Neill is a 2018 graduate of New Prague High
School. She has been selected for admission to the
U.S. Military Academy in West Point, New York. She
is the daughter of Sean and Jamee O’Neill and is
the youngest of four children.

How did your Haiti orphanage
project get started? What
impact did it have for you, the
students and the orphanage?

“Admission to West Point is highly competitive
and a great honor,” said former NPHS principal
Lonnie Seifert. “Students like Maggie work
incredibly hard to earn this kind of opportunity,
and we are extremely proud of her.”
Maggie describes the application process
to West Point as “tough.” She had to go
through several rigorous interviews to inally
secure a congressional nomination from both
Congressman Jason Lewis and Congresswoman
Tina Smith, which granted her a qualiied
application. She believes her ACT score, the
rigor of her academic course load, the number of
extracurricular activities, and numerous leadership
positions helped her get accepted.
“I worked very closely with the ofice staff, guidance ofice, and
activities department throughout my entire senior year for schoolrelated issues and West Point inquiries,” said O’Neill. “Brad Skogerboe
and Lynn Swaggert both set me up with connections and celebrated
every stride I made in the process. NPHS offers classes that were
suitable to my level and helped set my academic transcript apart from
others. I enrolled in honors classes beginning freshman year and I
was able to take eight different college-level courses throughout high
school.”
At NPHS, Maggie was active in National Honor Society, volleyball
(captain, Academic All State and All-Conference), weightlifting, track
and ield, Emotion Show Choir (Outstanding Senior Choir Member),
Trojan Times (editor), Student Council President, and theatre. She has
also participated in her church choir and “Youth Alive” groups. She
received the Triple-A Award given by the MSHSL to one male and one
female senior in each school based on their involvement in Academics,
Arts, and Athletics.
“NPHS promotes a well-rounded individual in athletics, arts, and
academics. Coaches and the activities department push their athletes to
become more than a one-sport athlete, and theatre teaches expression
of self and understanding of lifestyles and opinions different than your
own. This understanding will be essential at West Point because of its
diverse student population,” said O’Neill. “I will be expected to maintain
good grades while also having mandatory participation in a varsity
athletic, club, or intramural team. By being encouraged to participate
in many different activities, NPHS has helped me to develop a strong
work ethic and practice time management and organizational skills.”
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This fall will be the irst time in 30
years that Margaret Sullivan has not
greeted a new class of elementary
students. Sullivan, our latest Paul
Flick Silver Apple Award winner,
retired in May and now relects on
what the last 30 years of teaching has
meant to her and her students:

What advice would you give to kids
who may have similar ambitions as
you?
If someone hopes to attend a military
academy, the biggest advice I
would give is to become involved
in whatever possible and whatever
you enjoy, but be an active member
of your designated groups. You are
of higher value if you are intentional
with your words and actions. Work
hard for what you want. I believe
that anything is possible if you have
enough determination to see it done.
Seek out leadership positions to
put on your résumé and to decide if
you want leadership in your future.
Lastly, build relationships with your
superiors. You will need their help
and guidance to build your future.

You spent most of your career
teaching 2nd graders. What did you
love most about teaching that grade
level?
Second grade was my love. The kids
were old enough to do anything, yet
were always excited about learning,
and still enjoyed being with their
teachers. I loved seeing them
learning and iguring things out. My
favorite lessons to teach were those
where the kids took an active role in
the learning, not only listening to me.
We learned so much together. They
made being a life-long learner fun
and exciting!

What made you want to become a
teacher?
I always wanted to be a teacher, and
was so happy when I secured my job,
irst at St. Wenceslaus in 1979, and
later in 1989 in the district. I always
loved what I did, and remember
saying to Irma Langer, “I can’t believe
they pay me for this!”

Our collection was taken
up for a children’s hospital/
clinic in Haiti. My good
friend, Joan Gunderson,
had just returned from one
of her medical mission trips
to Haiti, shortly after the
earthquake about 10 years ago.
She came and talked to the kids
about it and we took up a collection
for the clinic. We decided to collect
toothbrushes the irst time. Over
the next eight years, we collected
dental loss, soap, band aids, towels,
and baby blankets. Kids would write
letters asking for donations. One
student even wrote to the Queen of
England. Even though she did not
donate, he did receive a letter back
from someone there that summer!
Second graders would count the
totals and help deliver them to our
Haiti contact. All second graders
throughout the district took part
and helped with this endeavor.
They learned that even though they
were young, they could make a big
difference.

In your opinion, what makes the
New Prague schools/community
special?
Our schools provide a caring
community for our kids. We care
about each other, and celebrate the
successes that we, or our friends,
achieve. I believe we have the inest
teachers, administration and staff
working with the greatest kids on
earth. We, as a community have
so many offerings for our kids. No
matter what your talents or interests,
chances are good that you will ind a
spot to do just that.

What is the most important lesson
you tried to teach your students?
I hope that when the kids left me they
took with them these three things:
1. They were special to me and felt
loved.
2. As Henry Ford said, “Whether you
believe you can or you believe
you can’t, you will be right.” Each
child can do what he/she sets
their mind to.
3. We have a responsibility to be
kind to one another.

What do you hope your students will
remember about you?
I would love to be remembered for
making learning fun. Bringing in
things that made learning more
interesting was something that I
liked to do. Using a Rubik’s Cube was
one of those things. We also used fake
money to buy real items. Building
projects like rockets or castles in
engineering classes was a favorite. I
will always remember the fun I had
with these lessons and I hope the
students do too!
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New Prague Area
Education Foundation

CLASSROOMS IN THE COMMUNITY

Join Us!

The New Prague Area Education Foundation supports
innovation in the classroom with our Roots To Grow Grants.
Since our start in 2010 and through the generosity of our donors, we have awarded
over $87,400 in grants to teachers in New Prague Area Schools. These grants fund
programs that go above and beyond the normal classroom experience and help
our teachers bring more creativity, innovation and inspiration into our schools.

New Prague Area Foundaion’s
2018 Brain Power Run

During the 2017-18 school year, NPAEF awarded $13,600 in grants to fund 13 projects
that will impact thousands of students across all grade levels. Congratulations
to our 2017-18 grant recipients:

Come and support education in
New Prague Area Schools!

WHAT
Ozobots - Coding & Robotics
School: Middle School Grade 6
Teacher: Kim Borwege
Amount: $1,195.00

School: Eagle View Grade 3
Teacher: Kristine Root
Amount: $378.70

Learning with Bee-Bots

Growing to Love Books

School: Raven Stream Grades K-3
Teacher: Lisa Meyer
Amount: $1,229.32

Career Exploration
An important component of a strong education system is providing students an opportunity to learn and grow outside
the physical building. We believe these experiences give students real-life, hands on, and applicable experiences that
they might not see in the typical classroom.
We currently have six options for students to explore careers through these experiences and we are grateful for our
community support of these programs. This past year we partnered with Scott Equipment, Chart Industries, Busch
Brothers, New Prague Animal Care, Mayo Clinic Healthcare System, Goldsmith Eye Clinic and Mala Strana Health Care
Center. We had a total of 42 students participating in our program this year.
New this year was a program called Career Exploration--Education where students were able to select two different
grade levels or subjects and worked with a mentor teacher who allowed them to practice teaching with large or small
groups of students. We had nine students who participated in the program and they were placed with preschool,
elementary, special education, German, Spanish, and social studies teachers within our District. Our hope is to expand
the program and develop our future teachers to foster a love of education and consider teaching as a future profession!

1 mile and 5K Walk/Run at Trojan
Stadium

PEEQ Ball

WHEN
Saturday, September 15, 2018

School: All Elementary Grades K-5
Teacher: Maren Bahler
Amount: $1,893.00

7:30 a.m. - Registration/Check In
8:00 a.m. - 5K start
8:45 a.m. - 1 mile start
(Strollers welcome. No pets.)

Squishy Circuits

STEM Bins
School: Eagle View Grade 2
Teacher: Lyndie Schmitz
Amount: $459.00

School: Eagle View Grade 1
Teacher: Megan Garner
Amount: $1,000.00

WHY

The Power of Picture Books

Sensory & Visual Tools

To provide funds for innovative K-12
NPAS classroom grants.

School: Middle School Grade 6
Teacher: Tracy Helgerson
Amount: $661.88

Indoor Garden System
School: High School Grades 9-10
Teacher: Lynn Schoenbauer
Amount: $1,579.55

School: Eagle View SPED
Teacher: Melissa Giles
Amount: $2,500.00

COST

STEM Fine Motor Activity Tubs
School: Eagle View Grade K
Teacher: Staci Thompson
Amount: $671.90

$25 includes race t-shirt, food, games,
inlatables and prize drawings for
Gopher tickets, Trojan gear and gift
certiicates to local businesses.
(Children 2 and under can attend for free.)

TI Rover Bots

School: High School
Teacher: Dean Dorner
Amount: $580.00

Funding for the classroom grants program is made possible by donor contributions
to NPAEF. Donations can be made online at www.therootstogrow.org or by mail to:

Code & Go Mouse Robot
School: Eagle View Grades K-2
Teacher: Jennifer Braun
Amount: $814.94

Sun Lamps

School: Middle School Grades 6-8
Teacher: Katie Challberg
Amount: $593.94

NPAEF
PO Box 171
New Prague, MN 56071
You can also support NPAEF by participating in our Annual Brain Power Run on
Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018 at Trojan Stadium. All the proceeds from this fun family
event go to fund classroom grants and support New Prague Area Schools! More
information and online registration available at www.therootstogrow.org.

www.TheRootsToGrow.org
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION
The Community Services Department supports the district’s mission and vision by providing learning opportunities for
all ages, birth through the senior years. Community members are encouraged to participate in classes and activities that
build new skills, expand perspectives, strengthen personal networks, and improve the overall quality of life.

New Prague Area Schools and the City of New Prague would like to thank you for supporting the New Prague Aquatic Center.
This facility is home to the Trojan High School Girls Swim/Dive Team and the Neptune Swim/Dive Club.

Adult and Youth Enrichment
x

x

x

1,190 children, ages 3-18, participated in 78 enrichment activities including art, science, math, theater, and music.
94 adult enrichment classes were held covering a wide range of topics including cooking, art, business, technology, safe
driving, etc., with 884 individuals in attendance.

x

Aqu
a

From Aqua Fit to Zumba; 182 classes,
camps, and clinics were held.
3,863 people ages four and up
were active participants in the
itness, sports and recreation
activities.

x

x

~ 15,412 member check ins and 14,486 paid daily admissions

~ 196 Swim Lesson sessions held with 962 in attendance

~ 140 swimmers and divers registered for Neptune Swim/Dive Club
Hosted 2 Neptune Swim/Dive Club meets

962 youth attended Learn to
Swim lessons.

~ 9 itness instructors offered 630 classes
~ 356 total memberships purchased
~ Offered 24 special events

Kids’ Company School Age Care
is located in all three elementary
school buildings.

~ Offered 7 camps/classes/clinics with 65 in attendance
~ Physical Education classes from the High School, Middle School

Care was provided for 556 students
before and/or after their school day
and 741 students during summer and
no school days.

and Transitions program utilized the pool
~ Hosted 9 high school level Swim /Dive meets

Kids’ Company WRAP (a child care
program designed to wrap around a child’s
preschool day with enrichment activities) had
a total of 154 participants at two locations in their
fourth year of operation.

Adult Basic Education/GED Preparation

x

~ Hired 80 staff (lifeguards, coaches, front
desk, itness instructors)

Re

~ Hosted 292 birthday parties and 3 business events

School Age Care

x

C
c
ti

r Year I
e
t
n
n
e

ew
vi

x

The Aquatic Center has been well utilized in its inaugural year by people of all ages, from newborns through older adults.
We encourage you to stop in and swim, play, participate in an aqua itness class, be a spectator or request a tour. This is your
Aquatic Center and you are always welcome.

Driver’s Education prepared 324 new drivers with classroom
instruction allowing them to apply for a permit to drive as
well as Behind the Wheel training hours needed for
getting a MN Driver’s License.

Adult and Youth Fitness and
Recreation

x

410 Central Ave. N, Suite 300 | New Prague, MN 56071 | 952-758-1753 | ce.isd721.org

Seven people attended Adult Basic Education, GED Prep, or
English Language Learners classes.

Hours of Operaion
Labor Day - Memorial Day

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
M-F: 5:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Summer Hours

Questions? Webpage: ce.isd721.org or Phone: 952-758-1734
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Sunday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
M-F: 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Visit us at: ce.isd721.org
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PARENT SURVEY

99%

My child's school is clean and well maintained.

Each year New Prague Area
Schools conducts a parent survey
to assess satisfaction with various
aspects of our schools. This online
survey was administered in May
2018.

97%

My child's school provides high
quality ine arts (music, art,
theatre) programs.

96%

The school ofice
provides a helpful
and welcoming
environment.

DISTRICT FINANCE COMPARISON
The school board has chosen nine
similar Minnesota school districts
to compare our district to inancially
and academically. Several factors
were considered including size,
proximity to the metro area, free and
reduced lunch, student population,
and English Language Learners.
The districts that were chosen: Big
Lake, Chisago Lakes, Monticello,
North Branch, Northield, SartellSt. Stephen, Sauk Rapids-Rice, St.
Micheal-Albertville and Waconia.

Total General Fund Revenue Per Student

Find Out More!

95%
95%

Community Education
offers innovative and
engaging activities,
programs, and services
for me and my child.

Our inancial statements, budget
information, and audit reports are
available on our website under
Departments, "Business Services."

96%
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I am satisied with my child's school.

Comparable
Districts (avg.)

New Prague
Area Schools

2012-13

$10,552

$9,243

$8,761

2013-14

$11,000

$9,573

$9,028

2014-15

$11,614

$10,127

$9,537

2015-16

$12,047

$10,570

$9,586

2016-17

$12,369

$10,824

$9,608

School Year

State (avg)

Comparable
Districts (avg.)

New Prague
Area Schools

2012-13

$10,666

$9,038

$8,496

2013-14

$11,011

$9,434

$8,913

2014-15

$11,528

$9,995

$9,332

2015-16

$11,897

$10,461

$9,453

2016-17

$12,260

$10,807

$9,909

NPAS ASSESSMENT PLAN

New Prague Area Schools utilizes multiple systematic assessments to ensure that we are meeting the academic needs
of our students. Assessments are also used to evaluate the eficacy of programs. Teacher created common formative
assessments that address speciic learning targets aligned to our state and national academic standards are implemented
throughout the school year. In addition to the common formative assessments, our district has adopted the following
assessments:
•

•

Overall,

State (avg)

Total General Fund Expenditures Per Student

The majority of public school funding
comes from the State of Minnesota.
The amount of funding per student
in different districts can vary
substantially due to the formula set
by the state legislature.

I am satisied with
the opportunities for
family involvement.

School Year

Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark
Assessment
System:
Administered to grades K-5 to
inform reading instruction and
monitor student progress.
FAST
Reading
and
Math
Assessment: Nationally normed
assessments administered to
grades K-8 to identify students
needing interventions to close the
achievement gap and to identify
students who would beneit from
enrichment to extend student
learning.

•

CogAT: Administered to 2nd grade
students to assess reasoning
abilities.

•

ACT Plus: Administered primarily
to grade 11 students to measure
college readiness.

•

MCA Reading, Math and Science:
Administered to students in
grades 3-8, 10, 11; measures
Minnesota students’ achievement
on the MN Academic Standards.

•

MTAS Reading, Math and
Science: Administered to
students in grades 3-8, 10, 11;
measures the extent to which
students with signiicant
cognitive disabilities are
making progress in the general
education curriculum that have
been reduced in breadth, depth
and complexity.

•

ACCESS for English Language
Learners: Administered to all
K-12 EL students to determine
English language proiciency
levels.
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TROJAN TRIBUTE WALL

K-5 ASSESSMENT CONFERENCES
Fall K-5 Assessment Conferences will be held on August 27 - 28, 2018. During these two days, all K-5 students and their

As you enter Trojan Stadium, the irst thing you will see is the “Trojan Tribute Wall”. The wall was constructed in 2015 at the
conclusion of construction of Trojan Stadium. The beautiful nine lane
track, synthetic turf ield, and up-to-date press box, along with other

families are invited to meet their classroom teacher, get acquainted with the building layout and building staff and
complete a literacy assessment. As a staff, we look forward to this opportunity to connect with each family and use the
individualized student information we collect during this conference to plan instruction.

amenities, makes you smile as you take in the awe and beauty of the

Our transportation, nutrition and health departments will be available to assist with student-speciic questions related

District’s updates to the facility.

to those areas during fall assessment. School pictures will also be taken. The Fall K-5 Assessment Conferences provide
a great springboard to the 2018-2019 school year.

Trojan Stadium is here to stay! The Trojan Wall pays tribute to any
and all people who have had some type of afiliation with the New
Prague School system. As you read the names on the wall, you will ind
former student/athletes, parents, coaches, teachers, administrators
and businesses.
Take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to etch a place in history
by purchasing a brick for your family, business, friend, coach or teacher. Whether you are creating a memory to pay tribute to
a family member, parent, son/daughter or simply showing your support for Trojan Athletics and Activities, your brick will be
part of the “Tribute Wall” for many years to come. This project is intended to show strength for the New Prague Area School
District and all of its students, teams, and staff who have come before us and will continue to come in the upcoming years.

To pay tribute visit: napschools.org/trojan-stadium-tribute-wall
BOARD OF EDUCATION
N E W P R AG U E A R E A S C H O O L S

CAREERS

N E W P R AG U E A R E A S C H O O L S

Cassie Olson, Human Resources Specialist
Certiied Staff
952-758-1704 ~ colson@isd721.org
Melissa Kartak, Human Resources Specialist
Non-certiied staff
952-758-1752 ~ mekartak@isd721.org

Questions? Contact:
Julie Schmitz
410 Central Avenue North - Suite 100
New Prague, MN 56071
Phone: 952-758-1741 - Email: jschmitz@isd721.org
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Tim Dittberner, Superintendent of Schools
952-758-1700 ~ tdittber@isd721.org

Dennis Havlicek, Clerk
952-758-4386 ~ dennyhav@isd721.org

Kytyn Schoenbauer, Chair
952-758-6223 ~ kschoenbauer@isd721.org

Kim Holden, Director
952-758-6531 ~ kholden@isd721.org

Jeanne Kubes, Vice Chair
952-758-3685 ~ jkubes@isd721.org

Jerry Walerius, Director
952-758-3744 ~ jwalerius@isd721.org

Sherry Brooks, Director
952-461-1671 ~ sbrooks@isd721.org

Don Dvorak, Treasurer
952-758-3995 ~ ddvorak@isd721.org

npaschools.org/new-prague-schools-careers
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HALL

Thomas Borak

OF

FAME

Dr. Thomas Borak, Professor Emeritus in the Dept. of Environmental
and Radiological Health Sciences at Colorado State University, is a
1960 graduate of New Prague High School. He went on to graduate with
distinction from St. John’s University and then earned a Doctorate Degree
from Vanderbilt University. He was the irst graduate from NPHS to be
awarded a PhD in Nuclear Physics. Throughout his career, Dr. Borak has
eagerly shared stories about growing up in New Prague. In 2014, when he was presented
the Outstanding Alumni Award at St. John’s University, he spoke with pride of his
boyhood in New Prague and his introduction to the sciences at New Prague High School.
One friend wrote; “What his most impressive resume doesn’t tell you, is how he still
remains true to his New Prague roots. Tom proves that even brilliant nuclear scientists
can be warm, friendly, funny, humble and loyal.”

Terrence Witt
Distinguished Alumni

A life-long member of the New Prague community, Darlene
Schoenbauer Witt, 1953 graduate of NPHS, has earned a place in the
hearts of many for her genuine compassion and service to others. Led
by her faith, Darlene has dedicated her life to lending a helping hand
wherever needed. After high school, Darlene completed secretarial
school at the Minnesota School of Business and became administrative
assistant to the superintendent and principal in New Prague. She and her husband, Jack,
ran a dairy farm and raised their nine children there. The tragic loss of two young sons
in the 70's brought the New Prague community forward to witness Darlene's God-given
fortitude. She has served for many church and civic organizations and received the
Archdiocesan CCW award for the Volunteer of the Year in 2004. The CCW, 4-H, Hospital
Auxiliary, and Peace Center are all recipients of her volunteerism. She completed her
Distinguished Alumni secretarial career working with New Prague Community Education for 10 years. As a
Trojan parent and grandparent, Darlene has cheered on generations of teams, theatre
casts, choirs, bands, etc. Darlene's extraordinary commitment to her community and to
serving others in her beloved New Prague is truly admirable and an inspiration to others.

Darlene Witt

Irma Langer
Distinguished Service

Distinguished Alumni
Dr. Terry Witt, a 1975 New Prague graduate, has had a distinguished
medical career. After graduating from St. John’s University and completing
medical school at the University of MN, he volunteered at a hospital and
refugee camp in Africa during a historic famine. He also provided medical
care to the under served in the Tacoma, WA area. He went on to work for
the Central Intelligence Agency in Washington, D.C. as the Chief of the
Physical Medicine Division of the Ofice of Medical Services. He served 18 years doing
tours in South America, Europe, Asia, Africa and the Asia-Paciic providing primary
medical care to agency oficers, families and associates. Upon retirement from the CIA in
2012, he was awarded the CIA Career Intelligence Medal, which is awarded to less than 1%
of retirees. Dr. Witt and his wife, Elizabeth, a registered nurse, have three children, Rachel,
Daniel and Joel, all trained in the medical ield. Dr. Witt is the son of Anna Mae and
Werner Witt, who emphasized the importance of family, education and serving others.

INDUCTEES 2018
Irma Langer’s love and passion for teaching has enriched children’s lives
for over 65 years. After earning her teaching degree from Mankato State
Teacher’s College, Irma began her career in St. Claire with her husband
Francis. After ive years, the Langers moved to New Prague to continue
their teaching careers and start a family. As a young teacher and mother,
Irma knew the importance of early education. She recognized the need
and created the irst Kindergarten program for children in New Prague.
The program was very successful; children from New Prague came to her home to learn
the basic readiness skills needed for irst grade. She had to add an additional session
because it was so popular. The School District recognized the importance of this program
and Kindergarten was oficially added to the New Prague School curriculum. She has
encouraged the love of learning at Mala Strana Assisted Living where the irst graders
read each day. Irma holds a special place in the hearts of countless New Prague students.
They may not remember everything Irma taught them, but they deinitely remember how
she made them feel.

Chuck Nytes was a beloved teacher in New Prague for 35 years (19672002). He taught junior high/middle school subjects including Language
Arts, Media, Phy Ed and Social Studies. He served as Mentorship
Coordinator and was recognized by his superintendent as a tremendous
asset and a great leader. He coached MS basketball and was the MS
softball coach for 34 years (1982-2016). A fellow teacher said of him:
“Chuck was one of our inest Instructional Leaders. It was Chuck who helped a lot of
teachers begin to understand how student learning equates with student engagement
and how teachers can increase that level of engagement with intentional strategies.
He always supported his colleagues by using a lot of encouraging words and was the
ultimate master of helping teachers to think differently in a supportive way. He was
never critical or negative. He was the same way with his students in his classroom. In
my opinion, Chuck was one of the highest quality educators I have ever worked with.”
Besides being an excellent educator, Chuck was a great friend and family man who cared
about people. He is fondly remembered for always having a smile on his face and going
out of his way to make everyone feel included.

Chuck Nytes
Distinguished Service

NOMINATION
Candidates for induction into the Hall of Fame must satisfy the qualiications in one of
the following categories: (nominees may be living or deceased).

Distinguished Alumni:
A former New Prague graduate who has distinguished themselves in an exceptional
manner that relects positively on the New Prague High School and/or the community
of New Prague and is a graduate of at least ten (10) years or more is eligible for
nomination.

Distinguished Service:
Any former teacher, administrator, school board member, community member or a
friend of New Prague Schools that has provided exceptionally meritorious services to
the New Prague School District in a duty of great responsibility.

Athletics:

Save the Date
Friday, September 21, 2018
2018 Athletic
Hall of Fame
Ceremony
New Prague Trojan Stadium
Halftime of Trojan Football Game

A former New Prague graduate who performed with excellence in a high school level
sport. Must be a graduate and out of school for at least (10) years.

To nominate an individual, complete form on-line or mail a hard copy, go to the New Prague Area Schools District website at:

npaschools.org/high-school/hall-fame

***Nominaions are due April 1st to be considered for the current year’s class and will remain acive for a period of ive years.
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District Ofice
Central Education Campus (CEC)
410 Central Avenue North, Suite 100
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1700

Eagle View Elementary
25600 Nevada Avenue
Elko New Market, MN 55020
952-758-6000

Compass Learning Center
1234 Columbus Avenue North
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1745

New Prague High School
221 12th Street NE
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1200

Falcon Ridge Elementary
1200 Columbus Avenue North
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1600

Community Education
410 Central Avenue North, Suite 300
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1734

New Prague Middle School
721 Central Avenue North
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1400

Raven Stream Elementary
300 11th Avenue NW
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1500

Aquatic Center
410 Central Avenue North, Suite 300
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1753
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