Welcome Class of 2036
It’s Time For Kindergarten!
Your Guide to Kindergarten for the
2023-24 School Year

Our Schools
Eagle View Elementary

School Hours
Office Hours

Dear Families,

7:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.

Welcome to kindergarten! On behalf of our entire school community, we are privileged to be a part
of your child’s educational journey. To help you prepare your child for the transition into kindergarten,
we have provided some information and resources that we hope you will find helpful.
Our dedicated teachers are committed to building a strong academic foundation to make this a
successful year for your child. Kindergarten students will experience developmentally-appropriate
activities in the areas of social/emotional development, gross/fine motor skills and cognitive
development.
Because every child develops at a different pace with individual strengths and talents, we continually
strive to meet the needs of all learners through differentiated small-group and guided instruction. By
establishing classroom routines and encouraging family involvement in school life, your child will be
part of a caring classroom and school community.

Student Hours
9:10 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.

25600 Nevada Avenue
Elko New Market, MN 55020
Office: 952-758-6000
Attendance: 952-758-6005

Falcon Ridge Elementary

Teacher Hours
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Kindergarten “SAMPLE”
Schedule
9:10 - 9:40
Breakfast/Morning Meeting

Kindergarten will be a wonderful and unique experience for your child. Please join us in making this
a fabulous ‘first’ year for your child!

9:40 - 11:25
Language Arts

11:25 - 12:05

New Prague Elementary Schools’ Principals
1200 Columbus Avenue N
New Prague, MN 56071
Office: 952-758-1600
Attendance: 952-758-1605

Raven Stream Elementary
Adam Dittberner, Principal

David Giesen, Principal

Jeremy Engebretson, Principal

Eagle View Elementary
Phone: 952-758-6000
Email: adittberner@isd721.org

Falcon Ridge Elementary
Phone: 952-758-1600
Email: dgiesen@isd721.org

Raven Stream Elementary
Phone: 952-758-1500
Email: jengebretson@isd721.org

Lunch/Recess

12:05 - 12:20
Quiet Reading

12:20 - 12:50
WIN (What I Need) Time

12:50 - 1:50
Math

1:50 - 2:40
Specialists
(Art, Media, Music, Physical Education)

2:40 - 3:15
Social Studies/Science/Health

3:15 - 3:30
300 11th Avenue NW
New Prague, MN 56071
Office: 952-758-1500
Attendance: 952-758-1505

Free Choice

3:30 - 3:40
Pack up/Dismissal

Personal and Social Skills for
Soon-To-Be Kindergartners
Sending your child to kindergarten is a big step. You and your family have been preparing for this day since your child was born.
Every time you spend quality time together, you are preparing your child to be a successful learner. All of these things and many
more help prepare your child for kindergarten.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Self-advocacy or standing up for oneself.
Use “I” statements to express needs and wants. (For Example: I need help with my boots or I want another snack
please.)

Play with children of the same age.
Children need to have social experiences and regular interactions with children. Set up play dates, attend open gym or
library story hour, or meet other children at the park.

Interact respectfully with others.

Is your child ready for kindergarten?
Self-Help Skills
 Ties

or velcros shoes independently

 Dresses

independently, including winter

gear
 Follows

two-to-three step directions

 Responsible

for belongings

 Stays

seated at the dinner table until
everyone is finished

Use “we” statements instead of “I” statements when working with others.
(For example: we share with others, we wait for a turn.)

 Uses

public restrooms independently

Listen to, process and follow 2-3 step directions.

 Asks

for help

Children entering kindergarten need to be able to listen to and follow directions given by their teacher.
(For example: put your books away and line up for music.)

 Completes

assigned tasks

Allow your child to experience different social settings outside of their comfort zone.
Children need to experience many different places in order to feel comfortable in new settings. Visit the library, local
parks, museums, or the playground.

Help your child feel safe and comfortable with other adults.
Find opportunities for your child to be cared for by a trusted adult, without parents or guardians present. Building that
trust will provide a safe and comfortable environment for your child.

Kindergarten Academic Year End Goals

Reading Entry Skills
 Identifies

some capital and lowercase letters

 Identifies

some letter sounds

 Rhymes

words

 Shows

an interest in books and reading

 Recognizes
 Actively

first and last name

listens to an entire story

Math Entry Skills
Math Goals
 Count

and write numbers to 31
 Compose and de-compose
numbers up to 10
 Sequence numbers
 Solve word problems (+,-)
 Identify one more/one less

Language Art Goals
 Hear

and say separate sounds in
words (beginning, middle and end)
 Write sentences
 Read 45+ sight words
 Recognize and produce rhyme
 Reads and understands grade
level text

Assessment
 FASTBridge

Math and Reading
 Benchmark Assessment System
Results are used to help identify who needs extra
reinforcement and enrichment and to form small
groups.

 Identifies
 Counts

numbers 1-10

to 5

 Recognizes

shapes and colors

 Recognizes

patterns

 Sorts

objects

Early Childhood Screening
Is it time for screening?
It is time for Early Childhood Screening if your child has reached 3 years of age. Between the ages of 3 and 4, screening can
detect possible health or learning concerns so that children can get help before they start school. You can now schedule
your early childhood screening online. Please scan the QR code below to schedule your appointment. If you have questions
about early childhood screening, please contact your home district or New Prague Area Schools Early Childhood Screening at
952.758.1674.

What is Early Childhood Screening (ECS)?
ECS is a free health and developmental screening that meets Minnesota State’s requirements for all children to be screened
before entering kindergarten. ECS includes a review of health history and immunizations, a vision and hearing check, height,
weight, and a developmental screening. Early Childhood Screening includes a vision screening that helps detect potential eye
problems, but is not a substitute for a comprehensive eye exam.

Why does my child need to be screened?
A developmental screening is required by Minnesota law prior to kindergarten entrance. It is reassuring for parents to know that
their child is acquiring the skills necessary for success in school. A screening can also identify potential health or learning problems
that need further evaluation. ECS can link families to community programs and services.
If your child has been screened by another school district, Early Childhood Special Education, or Headstart, your child does not
need to be screened again, but a summary copy must be on file with the current school district you are attending. Please contact
the ECS office and we can provide information on how to have screening records forwarded to the school district.

Scan To Make An Appointment
Screenings are held at the:
New Prague Area Schools ISD #721
Central Education Campus
410 Central Ave. North
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1674

Immunizations

School Services
Nutrition Services
Nutrition Services strives to ensure that every student is wellnourished so that they may be at their best in the classroom.
Our meals are healthy, well-balanced, student-preference
driven and meet Federal nutrition standards for school meals.
We offer breakfast, lunch and snack cart services. Breakfast
is free to all kindergarten students, a program funded by the
State of Minnesota. We look forward to helping your child
establish healthy eating habits that they need to grow, learn
and play!

Jenny Yetzer, Nutrition Services Director
Phone: 952-758-1772
Email: jyetzer@isd721.org

Health Services
New Prague Area Schools Health Services staff
are committed to the health and safety of our
students. We work to promote their well-being,
academic success, and lifelong achievement. Our
department not only addresses individual health
concerns, but also teaches self-management,
self-advocacy and learning. Healthy children
make healthy learners, and we are excited to
work with your child every step of the way!

Jen Schoenecker, Health Services Director
Phone: 952-758-1760
Email: jenschoenecker@isd721.org

Kids’ Company
Kids’ Company is an out-of-school time
enrichment and child care program provided in
partnership with New Prague Area Community
Education. We provide high-quality before-andafter school programming in a fun, educational
and recreational environment for children ages
3 years through grade 5.

Dara Schrock, Program Coordinator
Phone: 952-758-1735
Email: dschrock@isd721.org

Transportation
All students who are new to NPAS or entering kindergarten must register online at npaschools.org/
transportation whether they will be riding a bus or not. NPAS utilizes the “Here Comes the Bus” app where
you are able to track your child’s bus route! Families who live .5 miles or less and do not have to cross any
designated hazards will not be provided with bus transportation.
Online
Steve Trcka, Transportation Supervisor
Phone: 952-758-1480
Email: strcka@isd721.org

Bus Registration

Registering Your Child
To register your child(ren) into the school district, visit our website at npaschools.org/register and complete the NPAS Online
Registration. If your child(ren) has/have previously attended another school district, also complete the Request for Student
Records form.

npaschools.org/register

Frequently Asked Questions...
What is the age requirement to enter kindergarten?
Children who are five years old on or before September 1, 2023, are eligible to begin kindergarten.
Is a copy of my child’s birth certificate needed?
Yes, please submit a copy of your child’s birth certificate to your child’s school. If your child was born in the
state of MN, you can contact the county your child was born at. If your child was not born in MN, contact the
county of the state in which your child was born to obtain a copy of your child’s birth certificate.
How do I register?
Kindergarten registration is online. The online registration can be found at http://www.npaschools.org/register
Which immunizations are required?
Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis (5-dose series), Measles, Mumps and Rubella (2-dose series), Hepatitis B
(3-dose series), Varicella (2-dose series) and Polio (4-dose series). Please visit https://www.health.state.mn.us/
people/immunize/index.html for more information about immunizations or to obtain a conscientious exemption
form.

School District 721 Attendance Area
To find out if you live within Independent School District 721's attendance visit The Minnesota Secretary of State Polling Place
Finder. If you are unsure of which elementary school your child will be attending contact the district office at 952-758-1703.

pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us

Do I need to have my child screened prior to kindergarten?
Yes. State law requires children to participate in early childhood screening before starting kindergarten. Go to
bit.ly/isd721-screening or call 952 758 1674 to schedule your child’s appointment. Components include a review
of health history and immunizations, a vision and hearing check, height, weight and developmental screening. It
can detect possible health or learning concerns so that children can get help before they start kindergarten.
When will I find out who my child’s teacher will be?
Because of staffing and enrollment changes made throughout the summer, class lists are not finalized until early
August.
How can I get involved at my child’s school?
New Prague Area Schools celebrates the partnership between home and school. Each class and school have
several opportunities for families to be involved. You will begin to receive some of this information in the fall.
How can I learn more about my child’s school?
Specific questions about your child’s school can be answered by viewing the individual school’s webpage at
www.npaschools.org/welcome-kindergarten or by contacting the principal in your child’s building.
How do I know which school supplies to purchase?
Supply lists can be found on your individual school’s webpage after June 1.

Save the Dates
Camp Kindergarten
Falcon Ridge Elementary - July 17-20 -- 9 am - 2:30 pm
Eagle View Elementary - July 24-27 -- 9 am - 2:30 pm
Raven Stream Elementary - July 24-27 -- 9 am - 2:30 pm

K-5 Assessment Conferences
Assessment Day 1: August 23 (10a-8p)
Assessment Day 2: August 28 (8a-6p)

First Day of School
Wednesday,
August
30, 2023
*Tenative
upon board
approval

New Prague Area Schools
410 Central Avenue N. Suite 100
New Prague, MN 56071
952-758-1700

www.npaschools.org

