
 

 
 
 

Tips for Parenting 
 

7 Important Things Kids Should Know 
Before They Start Kindergarten  

 
There are many skills children need to know before they take their first step into the 

kindergarten classroom. Parents need to remember 7 important things: 
 
 

Every child needs to: 
 
1. Like and love him/herself …… Children must truly believe in themselves. Self-esteem is built by 
accomplishments. As a parent, you need to positively reinforce tasks, accomplishments, and attempts. Your child 
will not always get it right and that’s OK! When children come to school confident about who they are, they will 
know and accept that all people have special talents to varying degrees. Self-esteem and self-worth are gained 
through the sense of uniqueness we convey to our children. Everyone is unique in their own way. 
 
2. Communicate with words … Children need to learn to communicate their thoughts, desires, feelings, and 
needs before they head to school. Make sure you give your child your listening ears so they know what they say is 
important and heard.  
 
3. Have a deep sense of wonder … The child that asks a lot of questions and is intrigued and full of wonder and 
curiosity will be excited about new experiences and learning. The more young children can touch, smell, taste, 
look, and use their bodies to learn, the more engaging it is for them. We must remember to encourage, not 
squash, their enthusiasm.  
 
4. Take a risk … Children must make their own mistakes so they learn and figure out how to go on. If a child is 
never allowed to attempt a task they will never learn. We can support this by providing many opportunities for our 
children to try new things, but also to allow them to do things for themselves.  
 
5. Know there is no simple answer … Many times there is no one correct answer to a question or one way to 
solve a problem. Help your child develop problem-solving skills by letting them try to figure it out on their own. 
Many times there is more than one good explanation or answer. Ask “what do you think?” to support these skills. 
 
6. Learn how to say no  … Children need to know that they have the power to make choices and their choices 
have consequences. Parents become alarmed when children say no, but it is essential for children to develop the 
belief that they are responsible for themselves.  
 
7. Trust their support system … It is essential that children understand there are some things they cannot solve 
by themselves. They need to know that they can come to you when things get tough. We all need help sometimes. 
A child who can turn to a parent and ask for help will feel less overwhelmed and afraid. This does not mean that 
you will “fix” it all for them, but you need to be the support to help them solve the problem, and they can take 
action. 

 

For further information contact  Lori King - Early 
Learning Parent & Family Teacher  
952-758-1795 or lking@isd721.org 

Thank you for choosing New Prague Area District 
Preschools. 

We are glad you are here!  

 


