
 
 

Reading is the building block of school success. 
 First children learn to read. Then they read to learn! 

 

Tips for Parents: 
 

How to read to a child: 
● Pre-read the book 
● Can the child see the pictures? 
● Point out the text from time to time 
● Invite participation 
● Read slowly, and use expression! 
● Change your voice as characters talk 
● Use props 
● Ask and answer questions 
● Show your child that you read books from top 

to bottom and left to right 
 
Where to read: 

● Choose a quiet spot for you and your child 
● Turn off the TV, phone, computer or other 

distractions  
● Model reading for your child - read regularly 

where your child can see you  
● Establish a routine time ad place to read to 

your child - not just at bedtime 
● Carry books with you to the doctor’s office or 

other places where you may have to wait  
 
When to read: 

● Read aloud for at least 15 minutes every day 
● Use books to help your child with topics they 

are facing, or with concerns (making friends, 
sharing, a new baby, going to the dentist) 

● Visit the library or bookstore to attend 
storytime, choose books to read at home 

● Follow your child’s cues and read when 
he/she asks or shows interest  

The research is clear: Children who are 
read to, and who read for pleasure, are 
significantly more successful in school 

than children who do not. 
 

 Give your children a head start on 
success—teach them that reading is 

FUN! 
 
 

● Read the same books over and over as many 
times as your child would like to hear it  

● As children get more interested in reading, 
use your finger to follow along under the 
words as you are reading  

● Stop on words the child may know and ask 
him/her to read the word 

● Read the title, author and illustrator each time 
you read the book - teach your child what 
these words mean  

● Look for children’s books that rhyme 
● Invite your child to look at the pictures and 

guess what will happen before you read the 
words 

● Allow time to talk about the story and avoid 
hurrying through your time together 

● Take time to answer questions and exchange 
ideas 

 



 


