
  

PAC Meeting Minutes 09/24/2020; 6:32pm-7:26pm 
Raven Stream Elementary, Meeting held via Google Meet 
 

Attendees: Jeremy Engebretson (Principal); Luv Michel (PAC President); Miranda Vertnik (PAC Vice 

President); Cherie Orr (PAC Treasurer); Melissa Kreuser; Mary Peterson; Jenn Larson; and Dara Bishop   
 

 Welcome & Introductions  

 PAC Executive Board Updates –  

 TREASURER’S REPORT: Cherie reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with the group. See 

attached report for details. We currently have more money in the account than what we 

typically have at the beginning of the school year. While we usually aim to keep around $3,000 

in the account from the previous school year, this year our account has approximately 

$13,400.00. This is due to having fewer expenses last school year as many of our events and 

activities that would have been sponsored by the PAC had to be cancelled due to coronavirus. 

The bulk of our expenses this past school year were spent on new additions to the playground. 

These included painting and other supplies for blacktop art and material and labor costs for the 

natural playground structures that were added this summer.    

 FUNDRAISER PLANNING FOR 2020-21: Last week, Jeremy, Luv, and Miranda met to 

discuss planning our main school fundraiser. As discussed last school year, we are planning to 

hold a “No Fundraiser, Fundraiser” and did not sign a contract with Apex or any other 

fundraiser company for this school. Normally, we would hold this fundraiser in the fall, 

however, in light of the coronavirus pandemic, we have decided to hold off on the fundraiser 

until this Spring. We recognize the financial impact the pandemic has had on families and 

prefer to wait and see how the school year unfolds before pushing a fundraiser. Furthermore, at 

this time we have significantly more carry-over funds from last year as many of our events we 

had planned for students were cancelled due to the pandemic. We will consider holding the No 

Fundraiser, Fundraiser in February or March. Further discussion will be given in upcoming 

meetings to identify the needs of the school to prioritize spending.  

 Recess Equipment Funding Request: Jeremy reported that new equipment (balls, jump ropes, 

frisbees, etc.) was purchased for each classroom to use outside during recess. The total cost 

was $2,000 and he had requested assistance from the PAC to cover half the costs. The PAC 

voted and all were in favor of using PAC funds to assist with this expense. Cherie will follow 

up and provide a check for this expense.  

 School Supply Kits: Our school supply kit sale was not as successful this year as it was last 

school year, but this is understandable in light of the pandemic and the uncertainty around the 

plan for the school year. In total, we sold 53 kits and raised a little over $130 for the school. 

We will plan to partner with Bright School Kitz again this year and they are planning to give 

RSE $1.00 per kit sold, which is double the rate we received the past two years. We will also 

have an additional fundraising amount added to the price of each kit as we have in the past two 

years, we will just need to consider if we want to keep it at $2.00 or change the amount.   

 Open Secretary Position: Sara shared before the meeting that she would be stepping down from 

her post as Secretary due to other commitments. We thank her for her PAC service and her 

dedication to the students and staff of RSE. With this change, the Secretary position is 
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currently open. We will be posting a position description and asking for interested candidates 

to email the PAC at rspac721@gmail.com by October 23rd so we can hold a vote on Oct 29th.  

 Principal Updates –  

 Mr. Engebretson shared that he and the RSE staff have been so glad to have students back in 

the building. He noted that the Hybrid learning plan appears to be going well thus far. Students 

and staff are doing a great job wearing masks and practicing social distancing within the 

building. RSE staff were so grateful to the PAC for the welcome back snacks.  

 Enrollment is at 630 students, which is down a bit from last year, but this is to be expected 

given the pandemic situation. Families who withdrew their students from RSE did so either to 

homeschool their children or to enroll them at a private school that would allow them to attend 

school in person five days a week.  

 We have some new staff in the building, including Mr. Zander (3rd grade), Mrs. Gibson (2nd 

grade), a new psychologist, new paraprofessional, and a new school nurse (who started in the 

spring). Mrs. Larson and Mrs. Strop who are not new to Raven Stream, are now teaching 

Kindergarten and 2nd grade, respectively.  

 Students seem to be enjoying the new playground options. They love the Chutes and Ladders 

Game and love the nature structures and tree stumps that have been added to the playground. 

Teachers are enjoying using these new spaces outside with their classes as well.  

 Kids Company has been doing a great job with their shift to full-day childcare, they’ve hired 

additional staff to support their operations.  

 RSE is working to create creative ways to continue as many of our traditions, such as the 

Harvest Party, etc. for students as much as possible. They will just be carried out with each 

Hybrid Group.  

 Mr. Engebretson reported that he has been participating in weekly meetings at the district level 

to review the coronavirus trends in the community. The district is looking very closely at the 

numbers of cases that are reported across the three counties that are part of our school district.  

 Drop Off/Pick Up is going really well and our priority is to get students to their cars safely. It 

seems that quite a lot of parents arrive early, and thus need to wait until dismissal time for 

student pick up, but once the bell rings we are able to get all of the students out to their 

vehicles on average within 10-12 minutes. A parent noted that she has observed some students 

not wearing their masks while waiting in the pick up line outside at dismissal. Mr. Engebretson 

noted that the staff would keep a close eye on this.  

 Shutterfly is offering Raven Stream an easy opportunity to raise money. A portion of your 

purchases with Shutterfly will go to Raven Stream when you register your account at 

http://ravenstreamelementary.shutterflystorefront.com/ 

Please contact the PAC if you have any questions, ideas, or suggestions. PAC members can be contacted 

via email at rspac721@gmail.com or via the Raven Stream Elementary PAC Facebook page.  

 

Our next PAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 29th at 6:30pm. Hope to see you there! 
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