
What’s Going On With the ACT College Admissions Test? 

● The ACT test, free to juniors through an agreement between ACT and the Minnesota Department of 

Education (the STATE version), will NOT take place this spring or summer.  

● Originally set for March 24, 2020, it was postponed multiple times, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

● This STATE version will be offered (tentatively), again for free, on October 6, 2020, to the Class of 2021.  

● ACT offers NATIONAL test dates, run separately from our STATE version.  

● NATIONAL tests are the same test, but registration operates separately; test fees due at online registration.  

● Without knowing if schools for the NATIONAL tests (NPHS is a June test site) will be open and accessible, 

due to all the unknowns with COVID-19, we don’t know if NATIONAL test dates will run as planned.  

● ACT's website shares details, and is the best source of updated information.  

● NPHS Counseling Office website page holds details pertinent to the ACT. 

 

If you wish to test soon, you may sign up for the NATIONAL test date on June 13, 2020.   

● Deadline to register online on ACT's website is May 8, 2020.  

● The further out the test date, the greater chance a school will be open to test groups of students. 

● ACT will allow a refund of the fee, if the test doesn't occur on June 13. 

● Other NATIONAL test dates are: July 18, 2020 & September 12, 2020. NPHS is not a test site for those 

dates. Registration for September 12 and beyond is not open until July 2020.  

 
Important points to note:  

● Some colleges are already test-optional (an ACT score is not a required component of admissions), and 

some are now adding this feature, due to the COVID-19 complications for standardized testing.  

● It's possible that these test scores will be less of a factor in scholarship qualifications, since even though 

some students may be able to test, others in certain regions, both statewide or nationally, may not. That 

would create an unfair advantage for those who could test. 

● Two-year colleges may use the Accuplacer, administered on their campuses, in place of the ACT, to 

determine course placement. 

 

Want to talk it over? 

● School Counselors are available via email, phone (if a set time is agreed on), or Google Meet video chat 

● Request a virtual appointment using our Google Forms, found here. 

 

 

http://www.act.org/
https://www.npaschools.org/high-school/act
https://www.npaschools.org/high-school/guidance-office

