
  

PAC Meeting Minutes 02/20/2020; 6:00pm-7:08pm 
Raven Stream Elementary, Creative Commons 

 

Attendees: Jeremy Engebretson (Principal); Luv Michel (PAC President); Miranda Vertnik (PAC Vice 

President); Cherie Orr (PAC Treasurer); Trish Masberg; Andrea Bastyr; Angela Deutsch; Kristine 

Hoekstra; Mary Peterson; Sarah Kallal; Dara Bishop; Tammy Pexa (School Board representative)   
 

 Welcome & Introductions  

 Sara Westing (PAC Secretary) was unable to attend this meeting, thus notes were taken by 

Miranda Vertnik (PAC VP).  

 PAC Executive Board Updates –  

 TREASURER’S REPORT: Cherie reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with the group. See 

attached report for details.  

 Playground Equipment Update: Unfortunately, the fall fundraiser with APEX did not allow us 

to reach the goal to install the Tidal Wave piece if playground equipment this year (cost of 

$10,000 for the equipment, freight, and installation). Purchase of this piece at this time will not 

work within our budget as we have other expenses to plan for including Family Fun Night, 

grade level assemblies, the end of the year party, and staff appreciation luncheon. Discussion 

was given to carrying over some of the funds raised this year into next year, with the goal of 

eventually adding this piece of playground equipment. In the meantime, discussion was given 

to upgrades and additions to the playground that can be done on a smaller budget, including: 

construction of a willow structure, gaga ball pit, more nets for the basketball hoops, tetherball 

supplies, various other outdoor toys/tools for students, and blacktop game designs. All students 

will benefit from these additions. The Board agreed to work out the details regarding the cost 

these items and plans for installation, etc. We will discuss this further at our next meeting.  

 Fundraiser Survey: Mr. Engebretsen shared the results of a survey that was sent out to families 

a few weeks ago regarding the various types of fundraisers RSE has participated in the past and 

other possible options. There were a total of 152 responses to the survey. Of those who 

responded to the survey, 66% did not like the pledge based fundraisers of the past two years 

and 60%d said that pledge goal for students was too high. Of those who responded to the 

survey, 60% also did not like the catalog sales based fundraiser of the past, but when 

answering a forced-choice question of preference between pledge-based and sales-based 

fundraisers, a small majority preferred the sales-based fundraiser (53% vs 47%). Families were 

also asked about a Flat Donation type of fundraiser in which students would not sell any items 

or raise pledges, instead families would be asked to donate any amount they see appropriate 

and 100% of the proceeds would go to the school as there would not been an outside company 

facilitating the fundraiser. This, along with single-item sale fundraisers, was ranked highly as 

types of fundraisers that families would be willing to participate in. Discussion was given to 

the data and the PAC is leaning toward the “No Fundraiser” Fundraiser for next year. We will 

continue the Spring Plant Sale and arrangements are in the works for this year’s Spring Plant 

Sale.  

 Family Fun Night: Our FFN scheduled for last month was cancelled due to severe weather. 

Unfortunately, we have not been able to secure a rescheduled date at this time with the Fitness 



& Aquatic Center. Discussion was given to holding the FFN at the school, with rental of 

inflatables, possibly a DJ, bingo, face painting, etc. The Board will meet soon to solidify such 

plans and information will be sent out to families as soon as possible.  

 Conference Luncheon for staff: Luv has arranged to have Subway catered in during one of the 

spring conference evenings and is working to arrange soup from the Fishtale Restaurant 

catered in for the other evening.   

 Principal Updates –  

 The students have been participating in Kindness Week at the school, which was largely 

facilitated by the specialist staff.  

 We are about half-way through the Heart Health Challenge with the American Heart 

Association and so far the school has raised approximately $5,000. Way to go RSE!  

 We are looking forward to Kindergarten Round Up for the families of incoming 

kindergarteners, which will be held next week.  

 Today was our 90-minute late start day for the month. This time has been very valuable to 

teachers and staff, a great deal is accomplished in this time.  

 Parent Feedback -  

 Angela Deutsch shared that she has become involved with the New Prague Area Education 

Foundation (NPAEF), which is a non-profit organization that raises money to be used toward 

scholarships and grants awarded locally to students and teachers within the district. She noted 

that the NPAEF will be holding the 10th annual Brain Power Walk/Run fundraiser in the fall 

later this year and that they may be asking each of the schools to contribute to the expense 

holding this fundraiser. More information will be shared after the NPAEF meets over the 

summer to plan the event.  

 

Please contact the PAC if you have any questions, ideas, or suggestions. PAC members can be contacted 

via email at rsepac721@gmail.com or via the Raven Stream Elementary PAC Facebook page.  

 

 

Our next PAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 7th at 6pm. This will be our final meeting for 

the year. Hope to see you there! 
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