
  

PAC Meeting Minutes 12/06/2018; 6:00pm-7:15pm 
Raven Stream Elementary, Conference Room 

 

Attendees: Pat Pribyl (Principal); Aga Franek (PAC President); Brenda Belter (PAC Treasurer); Miranda 

Vertnik (PAC Secretary); Mary Peterson; Andrea Bastyr; Kristine Hoekstra; Ari Forrester; Brigid Cline; 

Marcy Dvorak; Don Dvorak; Trish Masberg; Terry McCullough; Cynthia Brimhall 
 

 Welcome & Introductions 

 PAC Executive Board Updates –  

 TREASURER’S REPORT: Brenda reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with the group. See 

attached report for details. We just completed our fall fundraiser with Apex this week. 

Early estimates show that approximately $18,000 was made for the school; we will have a 

finalized amount at our follow-up meeting with Apex next week. Overall, feedback has 

been positive from students, teachers, and families about the Apex program. From an 

operations perspective, the Apex team was phenomenal. The Apex team members who 

worked with our students and teachers were approachable, motivated, and worked very 

hard. They were responsive to questions and handled all of the daily operations of the 

programming. Students seemed to be engaged in the programming and teachers have 

reported positive things about the leadership programming the Apex team shared with 

students. As this was a new fundraiser program for our school, there was a bit of a learning 

curve for all involved, but we are pleased with the results. All students, regardless of 

whether or not they participated in the fundraising portion of the program, benefitted from 

the leadership programming.  

 FUNDRAISER SPENDING: The PAC approved spending for reoccurring expenses 

including: Family Fun Nights (one in January and one in March); Zoomobile (though we 

will limit this to Kindergarten and 1st grade); Timberwolves Crunch Visit (for 2nd grade); 

Para Appreciation (will likely order personalized cookies for each Para rather than a full 

luncheon since we already have two luncheons sponsored by the PAC each school year); 

Cookies and lemonade for the Grandparents Day event and 5th Grade Wax Museum event; 

Bus Driver Appreciation cookies; Spring Staff Appreciation Luncheon; End of the Year 

Party for students (this will likely cost more this year as we will not have inflatables 

provided by Cherrydale since we changed fundraiser programs this year); and the 5th Grade 

Ice Cream Party at the end of the school year. We will look into having a special program 

offered to 3rd and 4th graders this year through the Science Museum.  

 

While we had decided to discontinue the Scholastic and Time for Kids magazines at our 

last PAC meeting, this decision was made too late as the magazines were already ordered 

for this school year. We will help pay for the magazines this year, but plan to discontinue 

purchasing them through the PAC next school year.  

 

In partnership with the NPAEF, FRE, and EVE, the RSE PAC has agreed to pay $500 an 

upcoming author residency. Julia Cook will be talking with students about her book 



Bubblegum Brain and will be giving two presentations to parents/guardians in February. 

An email was recently sent out to families about this opportunity.  

We discussed ideas for other uses of the fundraiser money and it was agreed that we will 

contact the RSE Leadership Team (made of up a teacher representative from each grade 

level and specialists) to see what the needs are. We will provide money to each grade level 

to be used as needed (books, field trips, games, etc.), similar to what we have done in 

previous years.  

We will also set aside money to be used the spring with the hopes of painting Smart 

Games/Activities on the blacktop outside near the playground. We will ask for input from 

the teachers on what types of paintings will be useful.  

Other ideas for spending discussed included: New ground covering for the playground (this 

would likely not be funded through the PAC, it would likely need to be pursued through the 

school district, we can discuss with Mr. Dittberner at a later PAC meeting); A new piece of 

playground equipment (as this will be quite costly, we will begin looking into ideas for this 

to be pursued possibly next year); a “Buddy Bench” for the playground; New flat screen 

TVs for the hallways (it was noted that this would not be a PAC expense and would come 

out of the building fund); and Murals in the upstairs hallway (Student Council has 

suggested this, we can look into how much this would cost). 

 Parent Concerns/Questions –  

 A concern was noted about parking lot safety during drop off and pick up times. Mr. Pribyl 

is aware of these issues and noted that he and the staff are working on creating visible 

signage reminding families of the parking lot rules. Staff will be reminded to always use 

the safety cones blocking cars from going around each other at the crosswalk. A reminder 

email will be sent out to families as well. Safety is a priority and it is important that we all 

follow the rules for drop off/pick-up.  

 A parent noted that it would be helpful to have a coat rack in the hallway for students to 

hang their coats if they wish during lunch time. Mr. Pribyl noted that he is already looking 

into this as it would also be useful for students who attend Kids Company before/after 

school.  

 A parent asked if we would be hiring Koo Koo Kangaroo for a performance again this year. 

The Board indicated that this had been discussed and it was determined that while overall 

reception of the band was positive, we would like to use fundraiser money on different 

options this year. An indoor performance, while fun, was quite loud and several students 

complained about this. It was suggested that maybe the NPAEF consider hiring Koo Koo 

Kangaroo for an outdoor performance at the Brain Power Walk/Run (it may help boost 

attendance) or maybe we hire them for a performance at the Back to School family fun 

night in the fall.  

 A parent asked about the possible implementation of a table in the cafeteria where students 

can place unopened food from their meals that they do not want. Other students could take 
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an item from the table if they are still hungry, thus reducing the amount of food waste 

during lunch time.  

 Principal Updates – Pat Pribyl  

 The school year is going well. We are currently holding off on the regularly scheduled 

Zoomobile program (usually held in mid-December), as they have changed their 

programming. The Zoomobile has, understandably, requested smaller group sizes for their 

presentation. This would require us to hold more sessions and would be more costly than it 

was in the past. We have discussed limiting this presentation to Kindergarten and 1st Grade, 

which will happen at some time later in the school year.  

  The Apex fundraiser is wrapping up and overall feedback from students, teachers, and 

staff has been very positive about the Apex program and team.  

 Thank you to everyone for coming to the meeting on such a cold evening. A special thank 

you to Mr. Don Dvorak, who has regularly attended the RSE PAC meetings for many years 

as a representative of the ISD 721 School Board. Your dedication to the education of 

children in this community is greatly appreciated! 

 Please contact the PAC if you have any questions, ideas, or suggestions. PAC members can 

be contacted via email at rsepac721@gmail.com or via the Raven Stream Elementary PAC 

Facebook page.  

 

The next PAC Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 21st at 6pm. Hope to see you 

there! 
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