
  

PAC Meeting Minutes 09/26/2019; 6:02pm-7:10pm 

Raven Stream Elementary, Creative Commons 

 

Attendees: Jeremy Engebretson (Principal); Luv Michel (PAC President); Miranda Vertnik (PAC Vice President); 

Cherie Orr (PAC Treasurer); Trish Masberg; Ari Forrester; Shannon Denzer; Andrea Bastyr; Melissa Kreuser; Angela 

Deutsch; Kristine Hoekstra; Mary Peterson; Sarah Kallal; Sarah Novak; Colleen Sullivan; Leah Wacek; Jenn Larson; 

Dara Bishop; Leo Giesen (School Board representative)   

 

Welcome & Introductions  

A special welcome to our new Principal, Mr. Jeremy Engebretson. He introduced himself to the PAC members, 

thanking everyone for joining the meeting this evening. The PAC also presented him with a gift of some New 

Prague “swag” from ID Threadz as a welcoming gesture to our school and community.  

PAC Executive Board Updates –  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Cherie reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with the group. See attached report for details. 

Discussion was given to a few of the classroom money checks that have not yet been cashed from last year, which 

will be followed up on with those individuals.  

FALL FUNDRAISER: The PAC Board met with representatives from APEX already last month to discuss the 

upcoming fall fundraiser. We will be doing the APEX REMIX dance-a-thon again, similar to last year. We did ask the 

APEX representatives to provide more clear information about the fundraiser to the students and in the fundraiser 

packet that will be sent home with students as there was some confusion last year into how the program worked. 

APEX will be on site Nov 18th – Dec 6th. The kickoff pep rally for students will be on Nov 19th and the REMIX 

dance party will be on Dec 5th. We will need plenty of volunteers to help out during the REMIX event, so if you are 

interested, be on the lookout for an email and Facebook post with a Sign Up Genius link.  

New this year with APEX, we will get 100% of any donations given to us from businesses during the fundraiser. 

This is great news, so please help spread the word! 

FUNDRAISER SPENDING PLANS:  Our plan this year, as decided upon last year, is to spend the bulk of the 

fundraiser money on adding new playground equipment to our playground. This past April, Mr. Pribyl and Miranda 

met with Matt Finnegan of Finnegan Playground Adventures (a rep that RSE has used in the past for playground 

equipment, but was working with a different company at the time). Mr. Finnegan observed our playground space, 

took some measurements, and gave some suggestions on pieces the space could use. Specifically, we are lacking 

in a seesaw motion in our playground and student council did request something of that nature last year. For this, 

we are aiming to purchase and install a piece called the Tidal Wave (you can check out a video of this piece here:  

https://youtu.be/7eXaoKLPFHw). We are hoping to purchase a second piece of equipment as well. He gave us a 

quote on the materials, freight, and installation of two pieces, which came to $13,750.00. Depending on how 

much money we make from the fall fundraiser, we hope to have one of both of these pieces installed next year, 

hopefully before the school year ends if it possible. As the 5th grade will likely not get to enjoy this new equipment 

as much as the younger students, we may also choose to set aside some fundraiser funds to use for a 5th grade 

specific event.   

School Supply Kits: Our school supply kit sale was a success. In total, we sold 98 kits (one of those kits was 

purchased as a donation, which was given to the school social worker to use as she sees fit) and raised just under 



$250 for the school. Thus far, all feedback on the new program has been positive and we will plan to offer it again 

for the next school year. Miranda will confirm with Bright SchoolKitz that we will use their program again, which 

will give us $0.50 per kit raised for the school. This year we added a $2.00 fundraising amount to each kit, we will 

just need to consider if we want to keep it the same for next year or increase the amount.  

Spring Plant Sale: We discussed the success and problems with the plant sale this past year. Each year we raise 

somewhere in the ballpark of $3,000 for the school. The PAC Board has met and come up with several ideas on 

how to streamline the distribution of flowers for our next plant sale later this school year, so hopefully all will flow 

much easier.  

Fall Conference Luncheon: This will be coming up in November. In the past, we have provided the staff with lunch 

from Subway on one of the conference days. Following the meeting, a parent approached the board and 

graciously offered to have her company provide a meal for teachers from the Fishtale. We will work out the details 

with her and discuss more at our next PAC meeting.  

Volunteer Opportunities: Looking ahead, we have several events that will require some volunteer efforts, 

including Picture Retake day and the APEX REMIX dance-a-thon event. We will plan to send out a Sign Up Genius 

link for these events. We appreciate all support in these events! 

Principal Updates –  

Mr. Engebretson shared that he has very much enjoyed his time with our school so far. He noted that the school 

year has been off to a great start and that he is impressed with the positivity among staff, students, and RSE 

families. 

The school year started with our K-5 Assessment Conferences. We had 99% participation in these conferences, 

which are a very valuable experience for teachers and students.  

The Back to School Picnic had to be rescheduled due to weather, but it was a success. We had somewhere 

between 575-600 individuals in attendance. There are several boxes of chips left over from the event, which we 

will use for another school event in the near future.  

We have been participating in several emergency preparedness drills at the school over the past few weeks and 

they have gone well. 

We had our first 90-minute late start day this month. We understand it is a new process and appreciate 

everyone’s understanding. The time was very valuable to the teachers and allowed teachers to review assessment 

data from the Assessment Conferences and discuss plans for supporting all of our students’ needs.  

Bring a Parent to PE week was a success, approximately 225 caregivers participated.  

Our Silver Readers program started this week. It has been so fun to observe students interacting with the Silver 

Readers and we appreciate the time our community members give to our school.  

Homecoming is next week. Information will be forthcoming about the events and activities that are scheduled. 

Homecoming buttons were designed by 4th grade students and will be assembled by parent volunteers. They will 

be on sale for students to purchase next week.  

Our students will soon get to experience a performance by a string quartet, which was set up by Mr. Thietje at the 

end of the last school year.   

Parent Feedback -  



 Minutes submitted by Miranda Vertnik, PAC Vice President on 9/27/2019 
    

Sarah Kallal, RSE parent, shared a handout with some ideas she has for the school. As this was shared at the end of 

the meeting and we were already over the scheduled end time, we were unable to discuss the specific items. Mr. 

Engebretson suggested setting up a PAC Board meeting with Mrs. Kallal prior to the next PAC meeting to discuss 

her ideas further.   

 

Please contact the PAC if you have any questions, ideas, or suggestions. PAC members can be contacted via email 

at rsepac721@gmail.com or via the Raven Stream Elementary PAC Facebook page.  

 

 

Our next PAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 24th at 6pm. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 


